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| And this is the aſſurance Which wee hane 


. . . . , 
in him, that if Wwe aske any thing accor- 
ding to his will hee heareth vs. 


e ſcope ofthe holy Apoſtle 
Mt in this chapter,is to ſet forth 
G$=8Sl\1 ſome of thoſe principall pri- 
Yan viledges wee haue by Ieſus 

S<þ| Chriſt, One maine princi- 
pall(which is the greateſt of 
all the reſt) is, that through 
him we haue cternall life; And therefore(ſaith 
he) know this, that when you haue the Sonne 
once,you haue life: in 12. ver. He that hath the 

Sonne bath life,and he that hath not the Sonne hath 
yot life. Therefore (ſaith hee) haue I written 
this Epiſtle to you for this purpoſe, that you 
might conſider well what y_ you haue by 
Chriſt Teſus: T; boſe things haze 1 written, ( ſait 
hee) in the verſes before this that I haue read 
vnto you, to you that beleeue in the name of the 
Sonne of God,that you may know that yon haue eter- 
nall life: After this hee names another great 
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| aſſurance, that whatſoever wee a5ke- according to 


| that whatſoever they aske in prayer according 


lm. 


The firſt Sermon 
rivitedge, that we haue by Chriſt, which is 


this, mentioned inthis verſe, that I have now 
read vnto you: This (fatth he)is in him: This 


hi will, hee hearethwvs: For that is the ſecond 
great priviledge we haue by Chriſt,we ſhall be 
heard in all our requeſts: it is no more but aske 
and haue, put vp what petition you will, if you 
be in Chriſt once.you haue this aſlurance,that 
hee heareth you : but hee delivers it with this 
condition, you muſt firſt bein him: Wee hae 
this aſſurance in hin:({aith he) that ij wee aske any 
thing, according to his will, he heareth vs. So that 
you ſee, here are two plaine points lying evi- 
dently before vs. 

1 Thar except a man bein Chriſt, hee muſt 
not, hee gughtnot apply to himſelfe! any of 
theſe ſpirituall priviledges, that wee haue by 
him: if we be in Chriſt, this and all other are 
ours; if youbein Chriſt (ſaith hee) then you 
haue that aſſurance, for we haue thar aſſurance 
in him, The ſecond point that the verſe af. 
fords vs,is, 

2 That whatſoever is in Chriſt, whatſoever 
he askes he ſhall haue it. Now my full intenti- 
on was, only to haue handled that which is 
mainly aimed at in this verſe,for the other you 
ſce is more touched by the way, which is this 
great priviledge that belongs to all Chriſtians, 


—_ 


to the will of God, they ſhall be heard in it: 
Bur 
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But becauſe I vaderſtand you had a Sacrament 
appointed for this day , I haue altered a lirtle 
that courſe;the hearing ofthat hath ſomewhat 
diverted mee, and cauſed meat this time to 
pitch vpon the other point which Inamed to 
you, that except a man be in Chriſt, hee oughr 
10t to apply any priviledge to himlſclfe,if hee 
be, I fay, all belongs to him. When you come 
ro receiue the Sacrament, it is a very great pri- 
viledge to come to medle with thoſe holy my- 
ſeries, to haue thoſe Symboles given to you 
of the loue and favour of God in Chtiſt, bur 
yet you muſt remember this, that except you 
be in Chriſt, you haue nothing to doe with 
him , and therefore ir isa fitte and neceſſary 
point for this ſeaſon : for when the Apoſtle 
would giue directions tothe Co772th. what they 
ſhould doe, to prepare themſetues to the Sa- 
crament, that they may be worthy receivers; 
hee giues itin this ſhort precept : Lez every 
”1 (faith hee) examine himſelfe, and [6 let him 
cate this bread and drinke this crp, Now what is a 
man to examine himſelfe of 2 ſurely all that 
come to the Lords Tabie, are to examine 
chemſelues concerning theſe rwo things: 

1 Whether he be in Chriſt,aad ſo whether 
he hath any right atall ro come neere to kim 
in that holy ordinance, 

2 Though he bein Chriſt, yet he muſt exa- 
mine himſelfe , whether hee be particularly 
| pregunes , Quickned, and fitted, whether his 
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heart be pur into ſucha trance of grike,whe. 
cher it be ſo faſhioned as it oughtto be,when 
hee comes to the immediate performance 
of ſuch a duty as that is. Now becaule I 
handle rhis point, but onely for this parti- | 
cular occaftion, I will-not enter into ſuch a 
manner of handling of it, as I was wont to doe 
at other times,but only take vp ſo much of it as 
may ſerue for the preſent occaſion, Therefore 
when I ſay this to-you. That except a man bee 
in Chriſt, he ought not to take any priviledge 
to himſelfe: we will doe theſe 2 things ; 1 Ex- 
hort every man to conſider whether hee be in 
Chriſt- for that is the preſent queſtion which' 
any-mans heart wal aske, when hee heares 
this propounded. Why then if all the privi- 
ledges be ſuſpended vpon my being in Chriſt, 
my maine buſineſle is to examine that,whether 
[ be in Chriſt or no. 2 Secondly if a man be in 
- | Chriſt, yethe may be ſuſpended by ſome in- 
terveniall ſfinne, and ſome interveniall diſpoſi. 
tion of minde, & heart, that may grow on fm, 
from-injoying, & from having the preſent fruit 
and benefit, of that priviledge that belongs to 

him , Therefore ſay , firſt wee will doe this, 
giue you rules to examine your ſelucs whether 
you be in Chriſt or no. Ir is very vſefull to all 

that now are to receiue, or at any other time; 

its vſcfull you know too, not only vpon ſuch 

an occaſionas this, but vpon all occatons, and 

therefore a point , though peculiarly belon. 


ging | 


on the Sacrament. 


5 


ging to #his time being taken vp for the prepa- 
ration for the Sacramenr, yet I ſay is vſefull to 
all, and therefore we may the more boldly ven. 
ture vpon it, and you ought to attend it more 
diligently: I will giue you but theſe two maine 
notes ot rules by which you ſhall try ir. Who- 
loever is inChriſt there muſt paſſe adouble at: 
one on our part, another on Chriſts part , CA7y 
beloved is mine, and I am hs, we take Chriſt and 
Chriſt takesvs;whereſoever you find theſe two 


acts, fuch a man is in Chriſt: There muſt be an | . 


act on our part, ſomething the heart and mind 
of a man muſt doe totake and receiue Chriſt, 
Secondly the Lord fends and purs forth ſome. 
thing of his, an act of his, he doth put forth an 
a ofthe Holy Spirit, whereby he compre- 
hends vs, and takes vs. Now if thou finde in 
thy ſelfe theſe two, that the heart hath exerci- 
ſed that a of taking the Lord Teſus; Secondly 
that he hath ſent forth a vertue & put forth an 
act of his totake thee, & to comprehend thee; 
then certainly thouart in Chriſt,and if it be ſo, 
all the priviledges belong to thee, if not, thou 
haſt nothing to doe with this holy Sacrament. 
Now for that a& which is on our part, it is but 
this, you muſt confider theſe things. 


1 Whether you make Chriſt your chicfeſt |. 


Excellency. 

2 Whether you. make him- your chiefeſt 
Treaſure. 

3 Whether you make him your chicfcſt 70 
B 3 and 


ages 
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and :lighr. | __ 


4. Your chiefeſt Refuge to vrhom your hearts 
retire on all occaſions, 

5 Whether you ſet him vp1n your hearts 
for the chicfeſt Commander, 

My Beloved , if you finde all this done by | 
you, then our of doubt, Chriſt belongs to you; | 
They are all ſeverall, but thcy meetin one 
centure , and ſerue rogether to- make vp 
onerule oftriall to you, ro know whether you 
haue tooke Chriſt to you or no, and I will han 
dle them all diftinatly as Ihaue named them 
vnto you, 

r Therefore conſider whether Chriſt be thy 
chicfeſt Excellency , tor itis naturall to every 
man to ſeeke foineexcellency orother, Indeed 
beaſts, ſo they may haue that which is neceſſa- 
ry for the life of nature & lervice, it is enough 
for themzand it may be it is enough for all bru. 
tiſhmen , whole {oules are buried jn their bo- 
dyes thatare but ſepulchres of men, in whom 
that ſpeQacle of excellency which is rationall, 
that belongs toa man, is quenched in ſenſuali- 
ty., And theſe men it may be ſecke no cxcel- 
lency at all, bur ſoe they may liue in pleaſures, 
lo they may haue that -which belongs to their 
bodies, and to this preſent life it is enough for 
them. But of a man that hath any thing of a 
man in him, as he is a man, ſoa man I ſay con- 
fidercd in thele higher parts of his foule, his 
mind and his will; he ſeekes another excellency 

ſutable 
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{urablc to this part: he ſerues ahigher, iore 
 [ difficult, a more ſpirituall, immateriall ſub. 
ſtance, ſuch as the ſoule is, andaccording as 
mens mindes are of divers faſhions, ſoa man is 
ina way of ſeckeing ſeverall excellencies, for 
himſelfe yea accordingto their different ages, 
Children delight in childiſh things, and ſo doe 
men likewiſe, from whom this childiſhnes is 
worne, but I ſay, to their feverall faſhion and 
vnderſtanding , ſo they ſecke a ſeverall excel- 
lency,ſfome ſecke learning and knowledge and 
| to be excellent in theſr profeſſion, and that is 
| the excellency that ſome would haue. Some 
ſeeke great places of authority and com- 
mand, & if they had thcir wiſh, that is the ex. 
cellency that they would haue , Some ſeeke 
favour of the Prince : Some to haue a great e- 
ſtate, that men may ſay , he is worth ſo much, 
he hath ſuch Lordſhips, and ſuch faire houſes, 
and lands belonging to him, if hee had the ex. 
cellency he deſires, that hz would haue. Every 
man in his owne kinde, according as mens vn- 
derſtandings are ſtronger, according to their 
different educations as it hath beene more no- 
ble, and ingenious, according to the ſeveral] 
companyes that they keepe, where they finde 
ſuch and ſuch things magnified; according to 
the ſeverall ages they live in; As we ſay,ſome- 
thing is in requeſt in one age, in one company, 
ſomethiag in another ; I ſay according to the 
ſeverall occaſions , ſoevery man ſeckes aleve- 


rall | 
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rall excellency to himſelte. Now conſider 
what is the excellency rhy heart deſires, aboue 


all things els, whether it bce Teſus Chriſt , to. 


beeinhim, to excel in grace, to hauea new 
draught of Gods Image to bee made in thy 
ſoule, or whether ſome ſuch thing as I haue na 

med; Conſider wharis the proper vertue thou 
wouldeſt haue thy ſoule to excell in, for there 
are ſeverall yertues,cevery thing hath ſome vyer- 
rue or other which is proper to it, as the vertue 


of a knite is to cut well, 8 the vertuc of a horſe |. 


to goe well, and the vertue of a ſouldier is to 
fight well, and the vertue of a Chriſtian to be a 
holy man, to be holy, gratious, and vnblame- 
able in his converſation. Now whatis the 
proper excellency thy heart aymes at , what is 
that thou eſteemeſt thy vertue,that ifthou wert 
put to thy choyſe that thou mighteſt haue a 
wiſh granted thee; whether thou wouldeſtde- 
firerhis, to excell in grace and holynes,to haue 
thy finfull luſts mortifyed , to haue thy heart 


| put into a holy frame of grace : or whether, 


if thou wouldeſt deale impartially with thy 
ſelfe, is it not ſome other excellency that thy 
heart runnes vpon? that thy thoughts and affe. 
ions are moſt ſet vpon? Conſider when thou 


4 lookeſt vpon others, what ſeemes moſt graci- 


ous in thy fight, by what thou doeſt moſt value 
the excellency of another man ; for it is likely 
thou ſo eſteemeſt thy ſelfe alſs: Cofider there- 
fore I ſay what thou mcaſureſt thy ſelfe by, A 
' man 


tes tes * —_— 
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man that is in Chriſt,ſers ſo much by himſelte, 
and by every man as he is in Gods booke, and 
as you {ce,men are rated, and their wealth e- 
ſteemed according as they are in the Kings 
bookes. Sce what thy hearr ſaithto this, whe- 
cher rhou ſetteſt ſo much by thy (clfe, Iſay, 
and by every manels, as he is in Gods fayour, 
aS he hath the eminency of grace and holines 
aboue others, or wherher ir be ſomerhing els 
by which thou rateſt thy ſelfe & others: Con. 
fider what is that outward Badge, that livery, 


thou wouldeſt boaſt of among men: you ſhall 
ſee it in Paul, (ſaith he) when I come among(t 
you I doe not regard the excellency of naturall 
wiſdome , I care not to come with that : The 
time was when Iprizedit, as you prize it now, 
but now (faith hce) iris another excellency 
which I ſeeke , which I deſire ro weare ( as it 
were)when I come amongſt you, to preach the 
| goſpell ( ſaith hee ) Icare for nothing els, I 
| care not to be thought of to know any elſe then 
| Chriſt crucifyed:Confider with thy ſelfe now 
| what thou wouldeſt haue moſt eminent in 
th:e, in the eyes and eares of men , that which 
thou wouldeſt weare in the view of all the 
world; whether ir bee the livery of Chriſt,to 


olynes thaugh the world diſgrace thee,del- 
piſe thee and hate thee, for it is that thy heart 
deſires? Its aſigne thou ſeckeſt Chriſt for 
C thy 


that Cognizancethou deſireſt to weare,which | 


rs the feare ofGod,to cxcell ingrace and | 
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thy excellency. Conſider likewiſe what it 
is that thou eſteemeſt thy chiefeſt wiſdome, 
for it is the diſpoſition of men befare they be | 


| in Chriſt, before they haue experience ofthe 


waies of God, before they be regenerate,when 
they looke vpon thoſe wayes 1n others,they 
reckon them folly,they are tooliſhnes toevery 
natural man-:but when they are once inChriſt, 
then they are wiſdome vato him, that is, hee 
reckons him the wiſeſt man that excels moſt in 


| thoſe fooliſh courſes, as before hee reckoned 


themzit is the Lordsexpreſſion Dex.. 4. 6. Thi 
ſhallbe your wiſdome before all people, to keepe my 
Lawes and Commandements,Conlider now what 
is thct thou reckoneſt thy chicfeſt wiſedome, 
before all people, whether thou thinkeſt, that 
which before thou thinkedſt folly & weaknes, 
and had'ſt a diſpoſition in thy heart tocon- 
remne and {corne, whether thou ſetreſt it at a 
| higher price, and doſt in truth thinke itthy 
 wifdome, and art willing that all the world 
ſhould know that thou thinkeſt ſo: Thus you 
ſhall finde that = makeChriſt your ance 

cie,(that is) whether you in your hearts(ſeing 
every mandefires ſome or other) whetherthy 
heart goe this way or no,to {cek a vertue in the 
excellencie of Iefus Chriſt, and ſo ſhew them 
forth to others,that thou may'ſt be aChriſtian, 
that thou mayſt be found in him, thatthou 
' mayſt beable to ſay as Paul ſaid., T reckon all 
other things as droſle, as baſe and vile things, 
onely 


th 
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onely to be found in Chriſt, to be cloathed 
in his righteouſneſle, roexcell in the graces of 
nis ſpirit, that onely I prize as moſt excellent, 
and moſt worthy: And this is the firſt. 

2 Secondly, conſider what is thy chiefeſt 
| Treaſure, for you ſee, hee that had gotten the 
field, he gaue all that he had for it, and went a- 


way rejoycing, for hee reckoned it his greateſt | 


treaſure, and worth all the reſt. lt is certaine, 
whoſoever hath taken Chriſt, doth ſo eſteeme 
- him, hee reckons him to be his chiefe trea. 
ure. 
| You will fay, How ſhall I know it? 
Why,conſider what men do with their trea- 
ſure, for it is certaine(as I ſaid before, of excel- 
lencie, ſoc )Jevery man hath ſome treafure or 0- 
ther,The pooreſt man that is, hath a treaſure, 
ſomething that hee cſteemes of, which hee 
makes account of.I aske not what thou art poſ- 
ſeſt of, but what thou moſt eſteemeſt? for trea- 
ſures are as they are moſt eſteemed of. As wee 
ſay of jewels,the worth of them are accordin 
to mens fancies,according as they are eſtemed, 
ſo every man with a trerſure; One makes this 
thing his treaſure,an other that. Now (I ſay) 
conf{1der what thou makeſt thy treaſure, and 
you ſhall knoy what your treaſure is,by theſe 
markes. 

1 A man layes vp his treaſure inthe ſafeſt 
lace Then if Chriſt be thy treaſure, thou wilt 
ay him vpin the innermoſt = of thy heart, 

{= NID 
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he ſhall nor dwell in thy rongue, he ſhall be laid 
vp inthe cloſer of thy heart, he (hall not dwell 
inthy outward man, in thy vnderſtanding on- 
ly, but hee ſhall be laid vp in thy inward part, 
(that is )he ſhall be pitched vpon the very bot- 
rome of thy hearr,and there hee ſhall reſt,there 
thou wilt entertaine him. 

z Againe, what a mans treaſure is that hee 
keepes with his greateſt care,wirh the greateſt 
warineflſe and ſolicitude.So wilt thou the Lord 
leſus, when once thou layſt him vp in thy 
heart, thou wilt not be carefull for any thing, 
ſo much as to keepe him ſafe, that is, to keepe 
the aſſurance of his favour ſafe, to keepe him 
neere thee,and thy ſclfe neere vnto him, thy 
minde will be moſt carefull of this, more then 
of all things elſe: Thou wilt then take heede of 
all things.that may cauſe a diſtance betweene 
rhee and him, thou-wilt then take heede of 
whatſoever may looſe him , ot whatſoever 
| may make a ſeparation betweene the Lord an 

thee, thou.wilt be more carcfull tor this, then 
any. man is to. keepe his wealth, or to keepe 
whatſoever is is that hee makes his Treaſure, 

3 Azaine, whatſoever is thy treaſure that 
thou wilt moſt eſteeme, thou wilt ſet it at the 
higheſt rate aboue all things elſe. Before a 
man is in Chriſt there are many other things, 
which in truth, { howſoever hee pretend 
ſomething clſe) which I ſay , hee prizeth. at 
a higher rate then, Chriſt , wordly. vani- 

ties. 
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laid vp in. Heaven. . Therefore faith he, all 


ties before hee 1s in Chriſt they feeme great 
things to him,bur when hee is in him once, hee 
lookes vpon themt with another eye. My be- 
loued, you know there was a time when God | 
looked vpon the creatures and they were cx. | 
ceeding good, even all thatare in the world, | 
thoſe things that men magnifie ſoc much, ſay, | 
there was a time when they were exceeding 
200d; but finne hath blowed vpon them, it hath 
blaſted the beauty and vigour ofthem, ſo that 
now whenthe Lord lookes vpon:them, that is 
the ſentence that is pronounced ofthem: you 
knowzin Eccl..r. They are all vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit.Conſider ifthoube able to laoke:on aU 
theſe things,as things (cven the beſt things the 
world hab? being bur meere vanity, things 
whereinthe Lord: lowed not mens happineſle, 
and therefore thou canſt notthinke to 'rea 
itthere. If: you marke but the expreſſion ho 
wiſe man.vſeth-in 1. Eccleſ. faith he, _d{things 
are but vanity, all things wnder the Sunne ; now 
there is a reaſon contcined in theſe words why. 
they are but vanity, for waters you know they! 
aſcend not higher then the fountaine,and they 
carry notany thing higher then their owne *, 
cent, ſoall the creatures that bee inthe world, 
they.bee but vader the Sunne.,. therefore they 
cannot aſcend to that happines whichris aboue 
the Sunne,, 'nor-carry you*to that: condition 
which i aboue; for happines is aboue the Sun, 
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things vnder the Sunne it they bee conſidered | 
to make a man happy, they are but vanity: 
Now conſider whether thy judgment be ſo of 
them or no, whether it be conformable tothe 
[udgment of the holy Ghoft, whether thou haſt 
this conceit ofall other things , but the quire 
contrary conceit of [eſus Chriſt, whether thou 
canſt rhinke of him, as of one that is the moſt 
excellent and thy chiefeſt treaſure, as one that 
is farre beyond all theſe, as one vpon whom 
thy heart is pirched,as one in whom thy hap- 
pines is conteined | 
4Againea mans treaſure is that, which he will 
be at any coſt to get,he will be at any painesto 
attaine ir. It is that , on which his heart is be- 
ſtowed, and his affeRions arc occupied abour. 
Is it ſo with thee when thou comeſt to Chriſt 
Eeſus ? artthou willing to bee at more coſt and 
paynes to ger him, then any thing beſides? Is 
chy heart and affeRtions more beſtowed vpon 
him? For where a mans treaſure is, there his heart 
is, +I doe not aske whether thou beſtoweſt 
more rime vpon the matters of grace, then the 
duryes of thy calling ; bur, whether thou doſt 
them with more intention , whetherthou be- 
ſtoweſt thy time 8 paines vpon them, as vpon 
that which thou reckoneſt thy treaſure, farre | 
exceeding all other: 7C3 Lii53 "+ 
5 Againe fiftly confider whether thou art. 
willing to part with any thing rather,then with 
Chriſt Tefus:for whatſoever is a mans trea(ure, 
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you know a man will part with any/thingya- 
ther the with it. Whatſoever it iahatis ſubject 
toloſle rather. then his treaſure, Is it fo with 
thee ?. hadſt chou tather part: with anything 
then with Chriſt,theti topartwithagoodron: 
ſcience, then with the graces of rhe ſpirir, then 
to part with any thing that tends to-holynes,to 
build thee vp further-in- rhe: warke 'of: Gods 


willing to part with any thing rather theri wich 
Chriſt,for you ſhall find this,that Sathan &rhe 
world will cheapen Chriſt ,: and when they 
come to bidding,they will bid well. Conſider 
whether thy heart can giue a peremprory'an- 
ſwerro the world, and ſay this, I will nor ſell 
Chriſt, 1 will not ſell agood conſcience for 
any thing , yea when Satan & the world bid 
higheſt, and tell thee as he did Chrift, rthathe 
will giue thee all the riches,and all the glory in 
the world, it you will part with Chriſt, conf1. 
der whether thy heart be ready to deny whar. 
ſoever he offersto thee;as he will be ſure ro of- 
fer that which will be moſt ſurable to thy dil- 
poſition, whether thy heart hath taken this re. 
{olution to it ſelfe , Chriſt is my cheiteſt trea- 
ſure, I will. part withall therefore, I will part 
with liberty, I will part with life, with goods, 
with credit, with pleaſures, with profits, with 
| whatſqever is neere and deare vnto me, rather 
| then I will part withour Lord Tefus, If this be 
thy hearts reſolurion and minde,then Chriſtis 
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ig; Thirdly; conſider whatis thy cheife joy & 

delight, whats thy life, (I pur themrogether, 
for tharrwhioh is amans chiefe Joy indeed, is 

hislife-)» For wee:know life'is nothing elſe bur 

chatjoyithat che heart hath, whereby it is nou. | 
riſhed ahd{ifedas'it were, for life is not to hauc 

body and foulc joynedrogether, to be aliving 

main that fencewverviually rake life;for if thar 

were life, then the men'iin hell ſhould not bee 
ſaid to dy the dearhyfor you know in hell there 
is a conjunRion.of ſoule & body , and yet men 
[are not{aydtoliue there;tor itis death which 
is the puniſhmentoffinne , & indeed you ſhall 
finde that there is ſomething a mans heart 
cleaues vnto, wherein hee rejoyceth, which is 
the ſame with his liſe. Therefore looke as the 
Soule enlivens the body,fo the conjunRion of 
che preſent things that he reckons his joy,that 
is, his life, hee cannor liue without it. Now if 
Chriſt be thy chicfe joy, thou wilr finde this, 
thatrhou: caniſt notliue without him , as men 
are wont to ſay of their delights , Such a man 
cannot liue without ſuch a thing, ſo it is true of 
every man that hath taken Chriſt,he is not able 
ro livewithout him . This life is no life, - and 
therefore ifthzre be bur ſeparation berweene 
thee and him,if mans conſcience be as it were 
clouded fora time, he findes no reſt, he doth as 
the Spouſe in the Canricles, Sbe ſeeks, f#3 one place 
40 another, and zines her ſeife.xo reſt, 1ill ſhee finde 


| him, 
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| htm, and why? becaule it was, he whom her foule| 
loved, So you ſhall finde, Beloved, whoſoever 
it is that your ſoules loue, whatſocyer you 


| make your chicte joy, you will take no reſt, but 
as farre as you loue and injoy it. Therefore for 

the finding ofthis, whether Chriſt be thy life 
and thy chicfe joy, conſider what it is that thy 
thoughts feed vpon, every wicked man, every 

man that is out of Chriſt, there is ſomething 
that his thoughts f2ed vpon, ſome things there 
| are in contemplation of which the ſoule ſola- 
| cethit ſelfe, ſome pleaſures thar are paſt, pre- 
| ſent, or to come, the very thinking of theſe are 
the greateſt joy of his heart, he roules them vn. 
der his tongue, even asa ſervant that hath gor 
ſome danty bit out of his Maſters preſence,and 
eatcs it ina corner, ſo the loule of a man hath 
out of Chriſt ſome iecrer, ſome ſtolen, ſome 
vnlawfull delights , that it feeds vpon and de- 
lights in : Conſider therefore well with thy 
ſelfe, what breakfaſt thy morning thoughts 


haue every morning, what is that Pabulum,that 
food of thy foule, rhy thoughts and affeftions 
wherewirh they are fed,8& nouriſhed and retre. 
| ſhed from day to day; whether it bee ſome car- 
| nall pleaſure, ſome refleRing on thy ſtate,vpon 

thy credit, vpon thy wealth, vpon thy friends, 
' or whether it be on Chriſt. As Davidexerci- 
| ſedit , whether they be thy ſongs on the night 
| rime, the remembrance ofthem is ſo, that they 


haue 


| haue, (that I may ſo ſay) what breakefaſt they - 
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| haue ſomething paſt whereby they comfort 


themſclues , ſomcthing prefent whereby they 
cheare vp their hearts, ſomething to come, 
ſomething in hope. So every man that is in 
Chriſt , he hath the comforts of the ſpirit, he 
hath the meditation of the priviledges that hee 
hath inChriſt,he hath the hope of gods favour, 
ſuch are his appointed, theſe are the things 
that his ſoule teeds on in ſecret, yeathe very 


| workes that he doth, that ſecmes to be the har. 


deſt part of a Chriſtians life, the very workcs 
chat hee doth in ſerving the Lord from day to 
day,even that is his meate and his drinke, that 
is, it is as ſweet and acceptableto his ſoule, as 
meat 8& drinke is to the hunger and thirſt of his 
body: Now conſider with thy ſalfe whether 
it bee fo with thee, whether that which is thy 
continuall feaſt without which thou canſt not 
liue, be Chriſt, that is, the aſſurance thou haſt, 
that he is thine and thou art his, whether it be 


belong tothe kingdome of God, whether theſe 
be the things thy ſoule feeds on , whether this 
be thy life, the things without which thou 


couldeſtnotliue, or whether it bee ſome thing 
elſe, ſome ſollen delights, fome vnlawfull plea- 
ſures, ſomething elſe rhat thy ſoule and afteRti- 
ons are ſet vpon.. And this is the next thing by 
which thou mayſt try thy ſelfe whether thou 
belong to Chriſt or no, to conſider whether 


| he be thy cheife joy,whetherthy ſoule be moſt 
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the priviledges thou haſt in him , things that | 


filled | 


on the Sacrament. 19 


————— 


filled and farisfyed with him. And this is the 
third thing, 

4 The tourth is; hee is thy chiefe Refuge , Tf 
thou bee one that haſt tooke him and received | 
him, I fay he is thy clricfe refuge. That is, as I 
ſaid ofthereſt, for every man hath ſome refuge, 
ſome caſtle or other to which his ſoule netires | 
in all difticult and doubtfull caſes, by reaſon of 
that indigency and that inſufficiency to which ! 
the nature of manjs ſubjeR : There is ſome- | 
thing tlrar he muſt haue to leane vnto,(markeit) 
for mankinde is like that generation which the, 
Wiſeman ſpeakes of you, know it is ſaid of the 
Connyes they are a generation not ſtrong, & what 
then, & theref*re they haue their burrows to hide 
themſelues in. Ifay ſuch is the generation of 
mankinde, hee is a weake creature , a genera- 
tion not ſtrong , therefore rhere is ſomething 
that hee muſt leane to, ſomething out of him- 
ſelte, ſome ſufficiency beſides himſelfe, ſome 
rong hold, ſome refuge every man hath, I ſay 
every man hath ſome refuge or other, whither 
he thinkes his ſoule may goe, and there he may 
haue ſuccour in caſes dangerous and in trou- 
bles. Now conſider whar is thy refuge, whi- 
cher thy heart rynnes inall ſuch caſes, ro what 
winge, to what ſtrong hold : In dangerous ca- 
ſes, you ſee every creature hath ſome refuge or 
| other, The Child runnes to his mother , The 
Chickens runne tothe henne, The Fox to his 


earth, the Conneys to their burrowes; ſo every 
D 2 creature 
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1 Sam. 30. 6, 


__ 
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creature to their ſeverall corners and recepta- 


cles proper to them : I fay ſoc it is with every 
man, ſo hath every one of you to whom I 
ſpeake,thereis ſomewhar that 1s a erg refuge 
ro which your hearts fly. Now conſider whe- 
ther that be Chriſt or ſomewhat elſe. A cove- 
tous man (rather a man of this world} he hath 
wealth for his ſtrong hold , in which his hearr 
comforts it ſelfe , well , what change of time 
ſoever come , yet I haue aneſtateto hold me 
vp, and when he is ill ſpoken of abroad, yet he 
applaudes himſelfe with that he hath at home; 
The Courtiers, they haue the Princes favour, 
that is their refuge wherein they comfort 
themſelues; Thoſe that are given to Company 
they haue good fellowes, ſuch as they, that are 
their companions, and ſolong as they ſpeake 
well ofthem, they care not who ſpeake ill of 
them, Some of this kind, ſ6e of another, every 
man hath his refuge. If you will looke into the 
{criptures,you ſhall ſeeDavids refuge,ſee tn any 
diſtreſſe, vpon any occaſion, At Ziglag he cofor- 
teth himſelfe in the Lord, his heart did fly to him, 
as the chickens fly tothe henne, there he com- 
forted himſelfe, there hee ſhrowded himſelfe, 

there hee encouraged himſelfe in the Lord, 

when he fled from his ſonne 46ſolon, was not 

the Lord his refuge? Yet (ſaith hee) Hee i my 

buckler and my flrong hold, Pſalm. 3 which was 

made vpon that occaſion: What was 1zcobs re. 

tuge when he fled from his brother Eſau ? Did 


not 
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not hee gocto the Lord, and ſecke ro him by 
prayer? Lord thou haſt ſaid thou wilt doe me good, 
nowlfly vnto thee, I beſeechthee performe thy 
promiſe, thou art my refuge. Conſider others 
now what was their refuge : 1«das, when hee 
had betrayed his Maiſter Chriſt, & his conſci. 
ence was vpon him forit, hee goes tothe high 
Prieſts and brings the ſilver tothem, why ſaith 
he, you ſet me a worke , you are the authors of 
it, and I hope to find ſome comfort from you, 
you ſee he found little comfort in his mind, yer 
that was his refuge. The Kings of 1/ac/ and 
Indah when they were diſtreſſed,they fled to E- 
2ypt and to A/bur, to this or that helpe, which 
(the Lord ſaid) were broken reads to them;but 
yet that was their refuge: This is the manner of 
every man being out of Chriſt, that is, an vn. 
regenerate man, that is in his naturall eſtate 
ſome refuge he hath, friends, or wealth,or crc- 
dit, or the fayour of the Prince, ſomething or 
other it is: and if he bee deſtiture and haue no 
refuge (as ſometimes it ſo falls out) then his 
heart is ſhaken as the leaues of the forreſt; 
Their hearts were ſhaken even for feare ofthe 
king of Aram , Asthe leaucs are ſhaken inthe 
forreſtz and why? becauſe they knew not how 
to defend them(clues. they had no refuge to 
fly ro: So you ſee it was with BelſhaJars heart, 
ſo Achitophel, and fo Saul, when he ſees that he 
muſt dy the next day,and that there was no re- 
fuge for him:then I ſay their hearts ſanke and 


Gen. 32. 12. 


Iſaiah, 7. 2. 


D 3 dyed | 


— 


Sn ad ed 


The firſt Sermon 


dyed withinthem ; And now conſider how it 
is with thee, what is the refuge to which thy 
heart flyeth, and which thy heart makes moſt 
account of, (for every-man thinkes with him. 
ſelfe', change of time may come, and what 
ſhall bee my comfort, what ſhall be my ſtrong 
hold at that time.) Doſt thou flye to Ieſus 
Chriſt £ is heetby ſuccour when thy heart is 
dejected at any time and faints within thee? 
from which fouataine doſt thou fetch. thy 
comfort ? Doſt thou fly to Chriſt, tocomfort 
thy ſelfe in him, when thou art in a doubtfull 
caſe, that concernes thee as much as thy life? 
whicher doſt thou goe for counſell and dire- 
&ion ? is it to Chriſt, to beſeech him to guide 
thee 8 dire&thce, when thou arr preſſed hard? 
whither doth thy heart goe for ſuccour & for 
helpe to keepe thy ſelfe ſafe? Is it to Chriſt, or 
to ſomewhat elſe: My beloved, I aſſure you 
this, thata carnall man that is not in Chritt, in 
theſe times of diſtreſſe knowes not whither to 
goe, hce dares not goeto Chriſt, for he feares | 
that it ſhall b* asked him , vpon what acquain- 
tance? for he hath been a ſtrangerto the Lord, 
he was never acquainted with him : but a car- 
nall man that is out of Chriſt, kce goes to his 
Muſes,he goes to his farmes, he goes to his bu- 
ſhes,as the hunted hare was wont to doe,to goe 
tothe places that ſhe vſed when ſhe lived quiet, . 
thither, ſhee flyes when ſhe knowes not how to 
eſcape - ſo in that faſhion it is with men, looke 
what 
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what things they were wont, to which their 
hearts had recourſe in time of proſperity, and 
what their haunts haue beene, ro thoſe buſhes 
they fly: Bur alas/they are bur buſhes, ſuch as 
will not defend them. But now the Chriſtian 
on the other fide, the muſe, the farme as it 
were (it is but toexpreſle it to you) that his 
ſoule is acquainted with, (that is my meaning) 
che ſtrong hold that hee was wontto fly vnto, 
vpon every ſeverall evill, vpon every ordinary 
doubt, vpon every dejection and diſcourage. 
ment and fainting of heart, he was wont to fly 
to Chriſt, andthere he: was wont to find com: 
fort, and thither hee goes intime of greateſt 
difficulty in the day of death, and there hee 
finds comfort, Conſider if hee bee thy chiefe 
refuge, for ifthy heart hath taken him as he is 
thy chiefe excellency, thy chicte joy , thy 
chicfe treaſure ; ſo hee will be thy chieteſt re- 
fuge, yea when all things clſe are taken away, 
yet that cover remaines fafe: ſuppoſe thou be 
inprifon, ſuppoſe thy credit be taken away, (I 
meane )thy wordly credit,(for the other credit 
cannot be taken away from any man that hath 


poſe rhou bee ſtript of all that thou haſt , yer 
thou haſt Chriſt tor thy chiefe refuge,and thou 
thinkeſt ſo, and thy hearrtis fatisfyed with ir. 
As Paul faith , when hee was a priſoner, when 
he was naked, when he was deſtitute, when he 
was ſtript of all , yet (ſaith hee) 7 kwow whom 7 


hane 
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Chriſt,) ſuppoſe thy life bee taken away, ſup- | 
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reſt. 
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hame truſted, As if he ſhould ſay, yetT haue him 
ſafe, yet my cover was over my head, yet Iam 
ſafe in my caſtle, T haue choolen him, I hauc 
him in death, yeathen Chriſt he is advantage, 
he is a cover, a caſtle, & arefuge, 

5 Laſt of all, conſider whom thou ſerteſt vp 
for thy chiefeſt Commander, who it is to whom 
thou giveſt the chiefe command in thine heart. 
You will fay how ſhall I know that 2 Why 
(my beloved) he whom a man feareth moſt, & 
loveth moſt, that iShe whoſe friendſhip aboue 
all others he would leaſt looſe, and whoſe dil- 
like and ſeperation he doth moſt teare, certain- 
ly he will bee moſt obedient to him, he will be 
moſt obſervant of him. Artthou ſo to Chriſt? 
rake all the things in the world, if thouſer vp 
him, as him whom thou moſt feareſt & loveſt, 
thou wilt moſt obey him: So againe, be whom 
thou thinkeſt can doe thee the greateſt good,& 
the greateſt hurt, him thou wilt moſt obey, if 
thou thinkeſt in good earneſt that Chriſt is a- 
ble to doe it, certainlythen thou wilt moſt 0- 
bey him; As for example, ifthoulooke to any 
nian in the world , a man that is out of Chriſt, 
he thinkes that the favour or the wealth of the 
King, can doe him more good and morehurt, 
then the favour or the loſſe of the favour of 
Chriſt, Hethinkes that wealth, or credit, or 
ſomething elſe, (many things there are that he 
thinkes) can doe him more good 8 more hurt; 
therefore hee more reſpects their command, 


then 
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then the command .of Chriſt, but a man that 
lets vp him for his chiefe Commander , hee re- 
gards nothing elſe when it comes to croſle 
it, when it comes to thwart any command 
of Chriſt, becauſe hee ſaith thus to him- 
ſelfe in his heart in ſecrer. It is the Lord 
that can do the greateſt good, and the greateſt 
hurt, therefore I care for no more. So Naborh 
he cared not for Ahabs wrath. So Mordecay ca- 
red not for Hamans diſpleaſure: ſo did the A- 
poſtles they cared not forthe High Prieſts,nor 
what they could doe, A&s 4. So did the 3 
children (as you call them) they cared not for 
the fiery furnace of NabucadneFar , nor for all 
that hee was able ro doe; and why ? becauſe 
they thought that Chriſt, and that God was 
able to doe them more hurr, and more good; 
Now take any Commander in the world, when 
you regard not the puniſhment, nor the reward 
that he isable to inflit or to giue you, his au 
| thority is gone,now when you ſet vp Chritt, & 
thinke ſo of Chriſt, you are ready to obey him, 
| and obey him rather then any other: Therefore 
| conſider with thy ſelfe this, and conſider ſe- 
riouſly ,aske thy heart the queſtion,whart is that 
thou ſetteſt vp to be thy chiefeſt Commander? 
For there are three great Commanders inthe 
world, that divide all mankinde betweene 
them almoſt. And that is wealrh,and cſtate,and 
worldly credit & thy honor to liue in eſteeme, 
| pleaſures, and delight, _ thinke m_—_ 
clte 
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ſelfe when any of theſe three great Comman- 
ders come with any command, contrary to 
that which Chriſt commands, thinke with thy 
ſelfe what thou wilt doe in ſuch a caſe, what 
waſt thou wont to doe, looke to paſt experi- 
ence: looke backe to thy former wayes, fee 
what thou waſt wont to doe- thinke with thy 
ſelfe when ſuch a Command comes, what thy 
heart reaſons vpon,if concupiſcence,if a ſtrong 
luſt,if a ſtrong 1impetuous deſire come, and bid 
thee to doe ſomething, which is contrary to 
that which Chriſt would haue thee to doe, 
what art thou ready to doe in ſuch a caſe? if 
thy profit, the maintenance of thy eſtate, thy 
liberty, thy wealth, thy convenience in this 
world come and command thee to doe one 
thing, and thy conſcience ( which is Chriſts 
viſegerent) come in his ſtead, and command 
thee another thing,what art thou ready to doe 
in thar caſe? for when thy credit,thy honor, & 
reputation, thy vaine glory ſhall come and bid | 
thee do one thing,and Chriſt ſhall bid thee doe 
another, what is thy reſolution, what art thou 
wont to doe? By this thou ſhalt know whether 
thou ſetreſt vp Chriſt, as the chiefe Comman- 
der inthy heart or noe, whether thou giueſt 
himthy chiete throne, whether thou exalteſt 
him for God in thy heart;you know when you 
exalt him for God, every thing then yeclds, if 
in truth hee be ſct vp for God inthy heart: 
Therefore conſider what-it is that thy _ 
ets 
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ſers higheſt, whether thou exalteſt him moſt, 
whether (when any of theſe threatning , cry- 
ing commands come) thou canſt giue them an 
abſolute denyall, and ſay with thy ſelfe, I will 
not obey you, and if they threaten impriſon- 
ment,or diſgrace, and loſle of life, and if I doe 
not obey fuch a luſt, I ſhall be wrung & pincht 
for it, I ſhall loſe ſuch delights: well,I am reſol- 
ved to bare al this: on the other fide,whe they 
ſhall come with faire proffers, you ſhall haue 
this honour,and this advancement, & this con- 
venience.If thy heart can fay now, I will haue | 
none of you, for I ſee itis a command contrary 
to his that is aboue, whom I haue ſer vp for my 
chiefe Commander whom TI reſolue to obey, 
whom [ take to be greater then all the friend- 
ſhipin the world, then alf the profits, pleaſures, 
and credits in the world, I ſay thus cxamine thy 
ſelfe what thy heart is toward Chriſt, whart it is þ 


ro his command: and{ let mce touch that by | 


the way)thou muſt alſo ſhew thy obedienceto 
Chriſt,in thy obediencero others; My beloued 
there are indifferent things, that are in them. 
ſelues -not of moment one | way or other , 
whether wee doe them or not doe them, and 
though the omiſſion of them in themſtlues be 
nothing, yet when it ſhall be of contempt 
and negle& of thoſe that are ſer in ſuperi- | 
our place over you, inſych a caſe you ought 
not to doc it : thisisarule, and atruerule 
in divinity, that indifferent. things may be 0- 
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mirred except in two caſes, in caſe of ſcandall, 
and in caſe of negle&, and contempt ofautho- 
riry:therefore when there is neglect, when men 
ſhew contempr, for that cale it is ro be done, 
though for the other it is not to be done, This 
I touch but by the way,that you may conſider 
it in your particular occaſion. 

- Now my beloutd,you ſee theſe 5 things, by 
which you may know if you haue tooke Chriſt 
or no,ye know when a man comes to examine 
himſclfe whether he be a fitte man, a man that 

hath any right to come to the Lords table, 
hee muſt conſider whether hee bein Chriſt, 
otherwiſe he hath nothing to doe either with 
this priviledge,or with any other, Now to be 
in Chriſt, there muſt (as I ſaid) goe a double 
a&,there muſt be one dn thy owne fide, there 
muſt be one a& on thy parttotake him, and 


there muſt be an act on his part, there goes out 


a ſtrength and a vertue from him by which hee 
takes thee and comprehends thee: The time is 
paſt,and cannot proceed further, onely re- 
member this that hath beene ſaid toyou, and 
examine your felues by ir whether you bein 
the truth, whether you make Chriſt your chiefe 
Excellencie, your chiefeTreaſure,your chicte Joy, 
your chiefe Refuge, your chiefc Commander, it 
thou finde that thou haſt done this, if thou 
finde thy heart wrought ro ſuch an att as this, 
totake Chriſt in ſuch a manner; then thow haſt 


Chriſt, thou artin him, then thou haſt a right 
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in him, and maiſt come with comfort, bur if 
thou haue it not,then I muſt charge every one 
of you inthe name of Chriſt Ieſus ( in whoſe 
authority we come) that you medle not with 
ſuch holy miſteries. My Beloued you know 
what I haue often told you, there is a neceflity 
layd on men to come to the Sacrament : you 
know he that negleRed the Paſſover was to be 
cut off from the people. It was a very great 
finne: ſo it was toomitrhe Sacrament: you 
haue diverſe Tearmes, and if your buſineſle 
hinder you from one, you may come to ano. 
ther, meane in a Tearme, yea there is aneceſ- 
ſity lyes vpon you to come, but yet we muſt 
giue you a double charge,one that thou omit it 
not,and another that thou come not hither vn- 
lefſe thou be in Chrift, what haſt thou to doe,, 
thou that art a profaine perſon, thou haſt no- 
thing todoe with him, thou that art yet a ſtran- 
ger to him, that thou ſhouldſt thruſt in to the 
Lords table;thou oughr'ſ not to doe it, ifthou 
doſt, thou eateſt & arinkeſt thy owne damnation, 
inſtead of thy ſalvation. 
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that is,that there is an AR of Chriſt to 
make an vnion betwixt vs,that we may 
be his,and he ours: there is an a of his, 
that 1s, there is a certaine power or vertue 
comes from him,even as there doth from the 
Load-ſtone to theiron , that drawes thee to 
him, there goes out a vertue and power from 
him as tothe woman that touched the hemme 
of his garment, that healed her bloody iſſue, 
ſuch a power goes aut from Chriſt to every 
man, that is in him. And as you muſt examine 
it by your owne a, ſo in the ſecond place you 
are to examine it by this ; conſider whether 
there hath gone out any ſuch power from 
Chriſt to take thee, and comprehend thee: For | 
you muſt know this,that when once wee are in 
Chriſt, then there goes forth an effectuall and 
almighty power from him , which doth nor 
make a little lightalteration, alight change on 
the ſuperficies of the heart, bur it alters the ve. 
ry frame of it, irturnesthe very rudder of the 
heart, ſothat a mans courſe is toa quite con- 
trary point of the compaſle,it is ſuch an altera- 
tion as doth breed vs,not ſome good concepti- 
ononely of purpoſes and deſires which many 
haue, | 


\ N D ſonow wee come to the Vie,and 
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haue, which when they come to the birth, 
there is no ſtrength to bring them forth: bur 
he giues to vs a power and ſtrength to per. 
forme them : That is, hee doth nor put vpon 


them a waſhy colour of profeſfion,bur hee dy- |. 


eth them in graine with grace & holines. And 
therefore conſider whether thou haſt found a- 
ny experience of ſuch a power going out from 
Chriſt to thy heart ; This my beloved, differs 
from common graces, frothe common forme 
of godlineſſe which is in the world, as much as 
the life differs from the picture, or as the ſub- 
ſtance from the ſhadow, as a through perfor. 
mance differs from a proffer, or an offer: or as 
that which hath finewes and vigour,differs 
from that which is weake and powerles. Ther- 
fore this power of Chriſt which hee puts forth 
and diffuſeth into the heart of every man that 
is in him,is called the X/»gdome. And the K:ne- 
dome of Chriſt i not in word, but in power: That 
is, when once he rulcs bur as a King, hee exer- 
ciſetha kingdome there, and he ſaith not onely 
to vs;I will haue ſuch a thing done,they are nor 
weake and powerlefle commands that he giues 
tothe heart of aman that he dwels in, but ſaith 
he, the Kingdome of God is not in word but in 
power,that is,there goes an cfficacie with thoſe 
commands, . there goes a great ſtrength with 
them, that bringsevery thought, and every re. 
bellious affection into ſubjeRion to ir, 8& there. 
fore conſider I fay, ifthou wouldſt haue theſe 
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ertues, whether thou be in Chriſt, whether 


any ſuch power hath gone out from Chriſt to 
thy heart. 

But you will ſay,what is this power and ver- 
tue, and in -what manner is it infuſed into the 
heart of man,ſo this ſeemes to be a narration of 
athing a farre off? 

My beloued we will explaine it as well as we 
can to you, even as you ſee an Artificer work. 
ing with his inſtrument, there goes a certaine 
vertue out from thatart which 1s in his minde, 
and guides,inſtrumentro make this orthat the 
which without it could not be done, when hee 
makes any artificiall thing, as a knife, or a 
ſword; or when the Patter faſhions the potr, 
his hand is ſet on worke, & there is a certaine 
inviſible,a certaine ſecret pallage, an influence 
of the art that goes along with his hand, that 
brings forth ſuch an artificiall thing; or even as 
you {ee the members moue; a man mouing his 
arme,or his hand,or any part of his body,there 
= a certaine vertue from his will, a certaine 
ecret power,efhcacic & command that ſtirres 
them this way or that, way, the thing wee ſee 
not, yet we ſce it in efteR. or as you ſee it in the 
creature, you ſee the creatures that God hath 
made, they haue all the ſeverall inſtints, by 
which they are inſtigated to doe this or that; 
you ſcethe birds are inſtigated to make. their 
neſts of ſuch a faſhion,at ſuch a ſeaſon;ſoevery 
creature according to his ſeverall kinde. There 
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goes out from God who is the authour of na- | 


ture to theſe workes of nature, accertaine ver. 
tucthat puts them on, and inſtigatesthem,and 
purs them to this or that: and as you ſce an ar- 
row that is ſhot by the Archer, there goes a 
vertue together with ir, that directs it juſt to 
ſuch a marke,(o farre,and no further . So after 
this manner comes a-power from Chriſt to his 
members, that, as ſoone as a man is in him, 
there comes ſuch a ſecret divine, vnexpreſſable 
efhcacy that workes vponthe heart ofhim in 
' whom hee dwells. And therefore you ſee the: 
' conjunRion betweene him and vs, itis com- 
pared to that which is betweene the ſoule and 
| the body , that acts and ſtirres vs too and fro, 
according to its will and pleaſure, ſuchan efh- 
cacy ſhalt thoufind, if thou belong vnto him, 
and therefore conſider if there bee ſuchathing 
in thee or no. 
But you will ſay, to what purpoſe is this effi. | 


| comes there? 

Why I will tell thee what it doth , itis ex- 
preſſed in plaine termes 2. Cor. 5.17. Whoſo-: 
| ever in Chriſt is made a new creature , Thatis, 
the worke that it effects ; it is ſuch a power and } 
efficacy as makes thee a new creature, That is, 
It breakes in peeces the old building , 4t quite { 
takes away the firſt print; As when a man 
comes to make a new ſtampe, the firſt muſt bee” 
removed :- {o that this efticacy that goes our 
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Queſt. * 
Anſw. 


from Chriſt, it hath a double vertue in thy 
{oule, ro weare out the old (tampe, 'to breed a 
death of the old nacure, of the old man, to ru- 


ine and breake downe the old building, andto| 


ſet vp anew one ; and that the — calls a 
new creature: and therefore conſtder with thy 
felfe whether thou find ſucha vertue as hath 
pur thy heart into ſuch a new frame, as hath 
moulded ir alltogether , arid hath pur ir-into 
another faſhion then it was, conſider whether 
all in thee be new. 

You will ſay this is ſtrange, muſt all be new? 

My beloved, you know the words they are 
cleare,old things are paſled away all things are 
become new. (Inthe ſame place which I quo- 


ted before) that as the command was in the of: | 
| fering of the Paſſover, not a jot of old leaven, 


but we muſt part withit ; Now this is the na. 
ture of leaven,, It is alwayes purging out, and 
it will be purging out while weare here, only 


the efficacy: and ſtrength thereof remaines; | 


Then thinke with thy ſelfe, is all new-in mee, 
looke what naturall diſpofition I haue had, 
looke what naturall lufts 8& defires I haue had, 


| fee what as I was-wont to doe, what old 


haunts and cuſtomes I hauc had, looke what 
old company I kept, what old courſes I rooke, 
what my tra. hath beene, is all this altered & 


every thing become new? (for ſaith he, irmuſt | 


be anew creature, a tiew- nature: That is, it is 


| not enough for a manto haue a new courſe for |' 


a fit, 
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| owne 'place,, asthe plants are in their proper 
| ſoyle, as the branches are vpon their owne 


| new things, that are good things in themſelues, 
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that comes like flaſhes, ſay,that is not.enqugh, 
you may haue many new things in you "_ 
may be in old hearts, like peeces of new cloath 
in old garments , that will doe thee no good at 
all; the Lord regards not that : like new wine 
in old veſſels; ſo it is where there are ſome 


in a carnall and old heart, they are not fit for 
the heart , and therefore they never ſtay. long 
there : So ſaiththe text, Put a new peece into an 
old garment, and it makes the rent greater. 

Therefore all muſt be new ; I ſay there muſt 
be a new nature, thattheſe new things may be 
there>even as the ſeverall creatures are in their 
ſeverall elements, as the elements are in their 


roote;  Forthen they floriſh, then they hold 
out, then they continue ; Therefore ſee whe- 
ther this vigor , this efficacy , this vertue hath 
gone out from Chriſt intothy heart , whether 
it hath not only renewed all in thee, bur alſo 
hath given thee anew nature, That is, whether 
it hath wrought ſuch a change inthec, that all 
the wayes of godlines and new obedience, be- 
come ina meaſure naturall to thee, ſo thatthou 
canſt doe them cheerefully , even as we heare, 
and ſce, and doe naturall actions, and that thou 
doſt them without wearineſſe: for you know, 


a fit, to hauenewpurpoſes,, anda new change || 
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things that are naturall wee are not weary of 
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|Iamvpon my death bed, and then ſhall looke 


| out from Chriſt, that hath wrought all this in 
| you, that hath made all new, & hath not only 


then, 'Andſo thon wilt doethem conſtantly, 
for what is naturall ; ſtayes andabides by vs, 
that it' out-growes and out-wearies what eyer 
is in vs beſide; Now hath there a vertue gone 


done ſo, but hath made it naturall tothee? But 
you will ſay, muſt it needs be ſo, cannot Chriſt 
take and comprehend mee, but tliere muſt bee 
this wonderfull change wrought, whio can be 
ſaved then ? I haue then but little hope, when 


vpon my old nature, and find no{uch worke as 
this wroughr vpon me. Beloved, I beſeech you 
confider this, thatthere'is aneceſlity of ir, Tt is 
ſo), andit muſt bee ſo; and except you have it, 
you cannot be ſaved , you ſee the words in the 
ſcriptures are moſt cleare, Whoſocver i in Chriſt 
& 4 new creature :: Doe but conſider whether:t 
be {o or no; there muſt be withall 4 new heaven 
anda new earth, You ſeethat was the great pro. 
miſe.rhat was to be fulfilled in our times of the 
Goſpell: was it not a new Preiſthood, wasitnot 
a new covenant, hath notthe Lord ſaid, there 
muſt bee a new heaven and 4 new earth, That is, 
new graces from heaven, and a new company 
of men wrought on,and changed by thoſe gra. | 
ces ? ' ſhall old-A4zm, thoſe To are: borne of | 
of him, ſhall they receine a power from him,to 
make them like to him, to carry his Image, to 
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|-bee corrupt, and carnall, and finfult as hee is: 


And doe you not thinke that the New Adam, 
the Second Adam, ſhall haue as much efficacy 
in him to make thoſe new creatures,that are in 
him, that come to him? Certainly there's as 
much power, and life, and vigorin the new 
Adam, to change every man that is in him, that 
comes to him, & to makethem new creatures, 
As inthe old Adam, to make them like him: 
Befides , hath not Chriſt ſaid plainly, I come 
not into the world to ſaue ſoules only , that is 
not my buſines alone (though that was agreat 
part of the buſineſſe and errant for.which hee 


| came into the world)but (faith he) 7 came to pu- 


rifie a people, to my ſelfe, Jealous of good workes: in 
the 2 Tit. Now if that were rhe end of Chyiſts 
comming, doſt thou thinke that hee will loofe 
his 2nd? And therefore its impoſſible, that a- 
ny man ſhould be ſaved,to haue part in Chriſt, 
& that he ſhould be in: Chriſt & Chriſt in him, 
except his heart be purified ſo, as to be zealous 
of good workes, If Chriſt dwell in thy heart, 
thou mayſt eaſily know it;for doſt thouthinke, 
that Chriſt will dwell in a foule and yncleane 
place? hath he not pure eyes? . And therefore 
it is certaine whereſoever he dwells, that place 
muſt be a fit Temple for him to awellin , & rw 
fore of neceſſity. hee muſt cleanſe thy heart, he 
muſt faſhion ir , & keepe ir pure, andcleane, 
and ſweet, ſoas it may bea fit Temple for him 


and his Spirit ro dwell and delight in. ; Beſides 
F 
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doth he not looke to his glory in all thoſe that 
belong to him ? hee hath many eyes to looke 
ypon them as it were, there are many ſpecta 
tors menand Aangells, to ſee whatthey are,and' 
how they behaue themſelues : Ifhce ſhould! 
hauea company of men to belong vnto him! 
that are carnall, perverſe,and worldly minded, 
that haue crooked wayes like other men, would: 
this bee for his hanour £ would it not bee ſaid, 
like men, like Maſter : would it not refle& 
vpon him? Certainly it would; and therefore! 
the Lord ſo orders it, that thoſe whom he hath 
redeemed, ſhould bee holy in all manner of conver. 
ation : Saith hee , you muſt be as Iam, elſe it, 
will bee for my diſhonour, As I am holy, ſo e- 
very one of you muſt be holy, inall manner of} 
converſation ; Therefore let no man decciue; 
himſelfe, to thinke he can goe away and yet be 
in Chriſt, and be ſaved through Chriſt and the 
mercies of God in Chriſt, when there goes out 
no power from Chriſt , there comes no ſuch 
vertue from him to change any man, to worke 
on him, to alter him, 'to make him another 
creature; And therefore I beſeechyou inthe 
examining of this, (for its a matter of great 
moment) to conſider with your (clues , if this 
be wrought in you or no ; whether you finde 
any experiment &effect of this mighty.power, 
efficacy, and vertue - and let nee bring you a 
little ro particulars: Hath there gone out a ver- 
tue from him to enable thee tobelecue? there 
is 


D —_— 


— 


on the Sacrament. 29 


isa faith required inthe Deity , there is a faith 
required in the promzſes of God, there isa faith 
wrequired in the providence of God , to thinke | 
that every particular thing is ordered by ir; 
There is alſoa faith in all the threatnings of 
God : Now forthe manner of propounding; 
when the Scripture comes to propound any 
thing, it propounds it thus,and no more: as you 
ſee in Moſes, hee writes nothing, but 7» the be. 
ginning God made heaven and earth &c. And fo 
the Apoſtles write ; Such athing was done, /e- 
ſacs Chriſt was borne of the Virgin Mary ; Thus & 
thus he did: Now when the naked object is pro- 
pounded, other writers what they deliver or 
write is rational], They vie Reaſons and argu- 
ments to-convince men of thoſe things which 
they deliver ; But when the Scripture ſers 
downe any propoſitions of faith, it doth but 
barely propound them,for there is the Majeſty 

of God and authority of God in them,to con- 

firme them. 

But now here you will demand, (thepropo- 

fition being but nakedly laid downe in the 

Scriptures) what will enable a man to belecue 

it? 


4 


I anſwer : that certainly there is a-mighty | 
power that goes out from God & from Chriſt, 
that enables thee to beleeue with this efficacy, 
that where the obje& is ſer before thee, there 
goes outa power. from him to worke faith in | 
thy heart, whereby thou truly belecveſt it, and 
| ſo 
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ſo it appeares in thy life: we thinke we beleeue 
thoſe thiags., but our liues doe manifeſt rhe 
contrary; namely that there 4s not a powerfull 
faith wrought in vs, for all the errours of our 
lives (though we obſerue them not) ariſe from 
hence, that theſe principles are not throughly 
beleeved : if they were, it could not bee , that 
there ſhould bee ſuch-inconveniences 4n the 
lives of men; Therefore conſider if this faith be 
wrought in thee, whether ſuch a power hath 
gone out, to worke ſuch a faith,thar hath chan- 
ged thy whole courſe , as it will doe , if it bee 
once wrought in thee, by the power of Chriſt: 
ſo alſo conſider , whether there hath a vertue 
gone out from him to worke loue in thy heart 
to the Lord, for otherwiſe it is certaine that 
theres no man in the-world that 1s able to loue 
God, orto come nearc him, for ailloue rifeth 
from Sim1ilitude, there muſt be an agreement 8& 
ſimilitude, between.thoſe two that loue: Now 
every man by nature is as contrary to Gods 
pure nature, as fire is to water, and without an 
almighty power to change his nature, and to 
worke a particular affetion ofloue in him, hee 
can never bee able to loue God, therefore its 
the baptiſme of the Holy Ghoſt; 7will baptize | 
you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, that is, with | 
the Holy Ghoſt which is fire : 7 will multiply 
thy ſorrowes and thy conceptions, That is, the ſor- 
rowes of thy conceptions, Now'oue is as fire 
in the heart, and one fire muſt beget another; 
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And therefore you haue it in the common pro. 
verbe, Loue #4 thing that cannot be bought with 
mountaines of gold and ſilver, yet it thou bein 
Chriſt, there goes out a vertue from him, that 
ſtampes vpon thy heart this holy affeion,that 
breedes in thee this holy fire of loue, ſothat thy 
heart cleaues to him, thou loueſt him wirh as 
true, and with as genuine, as naturall, and as 
ſenſible loue, as thou loueſt any triend;as thou 
loueſt any creature in the world: Confiderif 
this be wrought inthee or no. And fo tor thy 
knowledgexthere is alſo a power in it, conſider 
whether any ſuch vertue hath gone out from 
Chriſt, to make the knowledge which thou 
haſt, powerfull. 

You will ſay,what is that, that is to bring on 
theſe truthes which thy heartaſlents vnto, to 
bring them with that evidence, and fulneſſe of 
demonſtration , that thou ſhalt yeeld vnto 
them, & praiſe them according to thy know- 
ledge? . 

Beloued, there is much knowledge among 
vs, but who practiſeth according to his know- 
ledge? wee know God,but we glorifie him not 
as God, and the reaſon is, becauſe there hath 
not gone a power with that knowledge, to 
make it lively and effeuall, to paſle through 
all the faculties of the ſoule, and to overrule 
them, forif there were ſuch knowledge, it 
would alwayes draw affe&tion and practice 

with it. So likewiſe conſider , whether rhere 
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hath gone a power from him to mortifie th 
luſts :Whoſoever # in Chriſt hath crucified the fe 
with the affections and lufts, not to lay them a 
{leepe onely,but ro mortifie and ſubdue them, 
Solikewiſe whether there hath a power gone 
out from Chriſt,to helpe thee to overcome the 
the world, the luſts of thine eyes, the luſts of the 
fleſh, and the pride of life, for whoſoever isin 
Chriſt overcomes the world, andall that is in 
che world : The world hath many things to 
worke vpon vs,and to reſiſt and oppoſe vs: It 
hath perſecutions, ir hath diſgraces, it hath * 
flanders and reproches,whichit caſts vpon ho. 
ly men,and vpon the holy wayes of God. And 
the men that are actours in this, are the devils 
factours, though they thinke nor ſoe, as the A. 
poſtle /ames expreſlerh ir, their tongues are ſet on 
fire of hell, to deviſe flanders & falſe reports,and 
rofaſten them vpon holy men, and eſpecially 
vpon the miniſters ofthe Goſpell, and ſo ypon ' 
the wayes of God, I ſay they are the devils fa- 


| tours, though they thinke not ſoe: and thoſe 
| that belecue rhemare the devils recejuers, the 
| one harh rhe devill in his tongue, the other in 


his eare. But the Lord hathappointed this. This 
is one rhing whereby the world fights againſt 
the wayes of God, to diſcourage men and to 


| hinder them, that they might be ſtumbling. 
| blockes tothem.So it was with Chriſt, hee was 
|the falling of many in 1/ae/by reaſon of this, 
| fo wasPawl,as a decciuer,and yet true &c.Cofi- 
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der if thou haſt this efficacie pur intothy heart, 
that thou arr able to overcome this, that thou 
art able to overcome all the offences, and per- 
lecutions, all the ſJaunders and reproaches that 
are caſt vpon the wayes of God, and notwith- 
(tanding that, to thinke well ofthem, and to 
walke in th-m,and praiſe them, likewiſe as ir 
hath theſe things on the one hand, ſoe it hath 
pleaſures, preferments,glory,and riches,credit, 
and all things of that nature on the other; art 
thou able to overcome all theſe * ſoto ſhut vp 
this pointand proſecute itno further, thus you 
ſhall know whether you be in Chriſt: for that 
isthe point; wee hawe aſſurance in him, that if wee 
aske any thing, wee ſhall be heard, but firſt we muſt 
bein him,now to know whether we be in him 
(as you haue heard) there muſt be an aRotf 
ours, and ſecondly an a of his, which is this 
power that goes out from him, to change, take 
and comprehend vs. Soe much forthe firſt 
thing. 

Wo forthe ſecond, if a man will apply or 
take to himſelfe the priviledges we haue by 


| heard in our prayers,of comming to the Sacra. 
menrt,or any other, know this, that it 1s not e- 
noughto be in Chriſt only, bur rhere muſt be 
a certaine qualification, a certaine immediate 
faſhioning,and preparation of the heart, or elſe 
though thou haue a right ro the priviledges, 
though they belong rothee, yer thou art ſu- 

G2 {pended 


Chriſt, as this particular priviledge of being | 
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nded from the vſe, benefit, &comfort of the. 
nd this is conſidered inthcic 5 things, (I will 
but-name them very brictely. ) Firſt, when a 
man comes to receiue the Sacrament,it's not e. 
nough tor him to be in Chriſt, no nor when he 
is come todo ſome other dutics, but moreover 
there muſt be this alſo, thoſe graces thou haſt, 
this change, this new creature that is wrought 
inthee, which is but a heape ot particular gra. 
ces, theſe muſt be aFed ad ſtirr:d vp yponſuch 
an occaſion: Ir is truce, no-man ought to come 
except hee haue the graces of. Gods. ſpirit 
wrought in his hcart,that they may lay there in 
the habits, that they. may be in the heart as fire 
raked-in the aſhes. But if a man will cometo re- 
ceiue the Sacrament, and ſuffer theſe habits, 
theſe graces he hathro lay ſtill there,he comes 
not as a worthy rece1uecr, (there are indeed de- 
orees of vnworthineſle he comes not as a wor- 
thy. receiuer except hee ſtirrethem vp, except 
they be acted at that very time: as for example, 
we come to receiue the Sacrament, wee ought 
thento haue an eſpeciall humiliation and for- 
row for our {ianes, wee ought then to haue an 
eſpeciall loueso:Teſus Chriſt, we ought then ro 
haue a ſpeciall rejoycing in him, andin allthe 
priviledges we haue by. him, wee ought then 
to haue a ſpeciall loue to our brethren, the men 
with whom wee converle, and among whom 
wee liue: now ifa man come and receine,and 
do not ſtirre vp and attheſe graces, he recciues 
VAWOr- 
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vnworthily, and my ground for it,is this; you 


ſce inthe feaſt of Reconciliation, the 10th day of 
the 7** moneth, the Lord els them there, you 
ſhall come,and you ſhall keepe it, and you ſhall not doe 
worke &c.Bur is this enough: no,þe that doth not | 


though they had a-habituall diſpoſition , and 
their hearts were prepared to ſorrow for their 
fianes, and to take them to heart and bewaile 
them,this is not enough, (ſaith hee)at this time 
you muſt afflit your ſoules, that is, there muſt 
be a ſtirring vp of that ſorrow:So likewiſe you 
finde this in the feafts,in more places then one, 
that when they come to keepe the feaſts, at 
that time they ſhall cate and drinke,and refreſh 
themſelues,but in any caſe rejoyce Deus. 12.8 
Deut.16: I will not ſtand to repeate the places, 
That is,it's not enoughfor youto haue thankful 
hearts, to haue hearts prepared for theſe things 
in the habir, but vou mult then rejoyce, for it 1s 
the ſeaſon of it (for every thing is good in it's 
| ſeaſon) and the Lord requires it at ſuch atime. 
Therefoxethus rhinke with thy ſelfe,whenſoe- 
verthou comeſt ro receiue the Sacramant, this 
is the time that the graces that I haue, the ha- 
bituall graces, muſt be new pointed as it were, 
chey muſt be new-whetted, and new ſcowred, 
thar they may be bright and ſhining vpon ſuch 
an occalion, when rhe Lord calls for it, you 
nuſt then quicken them, and ſtirre- them vp, 

G3 that 


actually afflit# bis ſowle(ſaith he)that day,he ſhalbe | 
cut of from hu people: Levit. 23.27. Thatis, ' 


| Levir, 23. 27, 
28.29,430, 
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thatthey may be all acted in your hearts. 

And this is one thing, that it's not enough for 
2 manto be in Chriſt , totake the priviledges 
that belong to him, bur there 1s a certaine qua- 
lification required that muſt be done at thar 
time,when the Covenant is renewed. And this 
is one,to haue the graces thus acted, 

Secondly,there muſt be a new Keconcil#atron 
for the Saints: thoſe that are in the covenant, 
thoſe rhat arc regenerare men,(you mult marke 
ir well, for it's a point of much vſe) when they 
commit finnes againſt God, the guilt of their 
ſinnes is-retained though they are within the 
covenant, aud are not cut of from Chriſt, bur 
are in him; yet(I ſay ) when they haue finned, 
the guilr of their finne continues, and is conti- 
nued till they be reconciled, and renewed by 
faith and re pentance;as you ſee it was with Da- 
vid: Nathan would not haue ſaid when he came 
to him, Thy ſinnes are forginen thee, it there had 
not beene a new thing, if there had not beene a 
thing done at that time; and therefore it inti- 
mares ſo much, thar before it was not forgiuen: 
that is,the Lord was angry with him: you muſt 
know therefore this, that when a regenerate 
man fnnes,there is onely a particular guilt;the 
vniverſall guilt of ſinnes returnes not, for that 
would cut him quite of,that would put him ab- 
ſolutely into the ſtate of damnation, bur it's a 
particular guilt, for evcry particular ſinne; that 
is, even asa father is pleaſed well with his ſon, 
and 
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then with thy ſelfe,fuch a ſinne I committed, 


| away,that my father may be reconciled to me, 


0u the Sacrament. 


and knowes him to be his ſonne, hee is affected 
to him as to his ſonne, yet hee hath done ſuch a 
particular aQion that hath offended him, and 
for that particular offence,he withdrawes him- 
{elfe from him, hee carries not himſelfe to him 
as hee was wont to doe, being offended with 
him for ſuch a fault,now till the ſonne hath re- 
conciled and humbled himſelfe for that par- 
ticular ation, though the father haue an hun- 
dred gifts to beſtow on him, yet hee ſhall haue 
none of them, till he hath reconciled himſelfe, 
For thinke with thy ſelte{(if any finne lye inthe 
way) when thou comeſt to partake of this pri- 
viledge to receiue the Sacrament, or when 
thou comeſt to call on God for any particular 
mercy,or to haue any requelt graunted, thinke 


[ muſt humble my ſelfe for it, I muſt labour ro 
make reconciliation, labour to haue this taken 


then come and take the priviledge, for now it 
belongs vnto mee; therefore there is a necefh- 
ty of renewing my repeatance, and reconcili- 
ation moſt exactly,and to take a very particular 
examination of our wayes when wee come to 
receiue the Sacrament, or when we draw neere 
ro-God vpon ſuch ſpeciall occaſion, leaſt our 
father,(thougſ he be a Father ro vs )haue ſome 
particular quarrell againſt vs, for even hce| 
whom wee call father 1. Pet.1. 17. Indgeth eve. | 
ry many(even his owne ſonne) without reſpect of | 


perſons, | 
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| perſons,that is,he will not beare any ill in them, 
thus you ſee hee did with Aoſes, with David, 
and others, and the like hee doth with all the 
Saints. This is the ſecond qualification that is 
required before you can haue any part, in any 
of the priviledges, before you canattaine vnto 
this aſſurance, to aske and haue, therefore it is 
not without vſe, and that not in the Sacrament 
onely, but alſo in that which wee haue to de- 
liver. 

Thirdly, ſuppoſe there be no particular fin, 
ſuppoſe the graces you haue,be acted, when 
you come to receiue the Sacrament; yet there is 
athird thing required athird qualification that 
muſt be found in the heart of him that will be a 
worthy receiuer, andthat is, to obſerue well 
what diſtance s growne berweene the Lord and 
him ever ſince the time,that hee hath in a more 
particular manner beene reconciled to him, 
This is another thing then what wee named 
before, to conſider what ruſt hath grown vpon 
his ſoule, what ſoyle his heart hath contracted, 
by converſing in the world,&by medling with 
worldly and earthly things, for the ſoule ga- 
thers ſoyle with medling with them, even as 
the hands doe;now thou muſt thinke withthy 
ſelfe, when thou comeſt to the Lord , and 
draweſtneere to him in this,or any other duty, 
thou muſt recover that diſtance againe, and 
bring thy heart nearer to. the Lord , thou muſt 


| draw neerer to him, thou muſt getthy heartto 
a 
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4 moerecloſe, and neere, and inward conjun. | 
| &tion with him; thou muſt labour ro hanerthar 
| hardneſſe tharchou haſt contracted (asit will 
| be in a little continuance of time jrhou muſt la- 
| bourT ſay to haue that cooke away and remoo- |, 
| ved, andto haue thy heart ſofrened, thou muſt || 
| labour co haue the ruſt rubbed off, thou muſt |: 
| labour ro haue all thoſe things done ; for thou 
| 2ſt know this, Thar though there was nota 
| particular finne committed, yet as we ſce, the 
| outward man is ſubje&tro awaſting , though 
| there be no wounds, though there be no ſioke- 


nefſe, bur is in perfe& health, and all is well 
with him, he obſerves all the rules of dyet, yet 
(Ifay) you ſee the outward manis ſubje& to 
| waſting, it is ſubje& to fainting, to weakeneſle, | 
and to decay; And therefore there muſt be a 
, reacwing of dyet, and of ſtrength, or elſe hee 
cannot beeableto hold out : Soit is withthe 
| inward man, though there bee no particular 
ſinne, though a man did keepe ſome good 
courſe in the wayes of godlyneſle, without run 
ning out eminently or evidently, yer he is fub- 
jet toa ſecret decay. ſothar ſometimes hee 
muſt haue ſome ſpeciall meate , ſome ſpeciall 
feaſt, which the Lord hath appointed forthat 
purpoſe, (for he doth nothing in vaine:) And 
if this Sacrament could bee ſpared, that a man 
might keepe the (treng:h of the inward man 
withour it, the Lord would not pur you to this - 
trouble , bur he ſceth it neceſſary & therefore 
H he 
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he hath appointed it to bee received, and that 
often, that you might feed vpon the body and 
blood of Chriſt , that you might eate his fleſh 


| 2nd drinke his blood, and gather new ſtrength 


from it , that when there is a decay of grace in 
your hearts,may goe tothis Fountain, & fill the 
.Ciſternes againe to recover your ſtrength, For 
when a man comes to the Sacrament as hee 
ought,he gathers a new ftrengrh,as a man from 
a feaſt, his heart is cheered vp as it is with Fla. 
'gons of wine , hee isrefreſhed, his hunger and 
thirſt is ſatiſhed,, Thar is, the deſires of his 
ſoule that long after Chriſt , and after righte- 
rouſnes,& aſſurace. And this is the third thing, 

Fourthly, beſides all this, firſtthe ſtirring vp 
of the graces, and the acting of the habits, Se- 
condly beſides making thy peace and reconci. 
ation with God, and removing of any particu- 
lar offence, that is betwcene God and thee, 
Thirdly beſides this ſcouring off the ruſt, this 
recovering the diſtance betweene God & thee, 
the ſoftning of that hardneſſe which thy heart 
hath- contracted, beſides this recovering the 
ſtrength that thou haſt waſted; There is a 
| fourth thing required; which is, that there bee 
an Intention, particular increaſe of thy will, inta- 
king Chriſt, and ofthe defire to Chriſt , of e- 
very grace that knits thee and Chriſt rogether; 
For there are certaine fementing graces, cer. 
taine glewing graces, that joyne Chriſt & thy 


foule together, as-fa:thand loue, theſe are the 
rwo 
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two maine graces ; there area great traine of 
graces that follow them , but theſe are the 
chiefe, and theſe I ay muſt bee intended: For 
what is the end of the Sacrament? is it not to 
knit the knot tronger betweene Chriſt and ys, 
to make the ynion more full and perfe&, is it 
not toincreale our willingnes to take and re- 
ceiue Chriſt ? for you know all the as of the 
ſoule may be intended. Put the caſe there be 
a reſolved actin the heart & ſoule of any man, 
whereby he ſaith thus with himſelfe : I am re- 
ſolved totake Chriſt,and to ſerue him and loue 
him for the time of iy life, yetthis reſolution 
of his, thought bee perteRand lincere, yet it 
may receiue intention , when a man is willi 
to doe a thing truly, there may bee degrees ad- 
ded to that will, when there is light in a roome 
(when thou bringeſt in more candles} that 
light may bee increaſed: ſo it may in this, ſo 
may your faith and loue, (by faith I meane no- 
thing , but the reſolution of the heart to take 
Chryſt, 1Mmeane not the beleeving part, but the 
raking part, the aR of the will taking Chriſt, or 
receiving him , which is nothing elſe butthe 
choiſe of the will thatreſolues to take him.) I 
doe but touch this by the way, becaule it is a 
point I haue handled already atlarge , there- 
CER But thething I 
ayme at isthis ; I fa glewing: graces arc 
ferwo ; Farth x dr. youthus take him 


for your Lord and Saviour, forfaithis like the | 
ji part 
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'Fparrofthe compaſle that goeth abour & doth 
the worke; whereby we are more knit vntothe 
| Lord, They haue both their officeand their 
place ; You know loue is an vniting affeRion, 
. [thereforethis is the definition of it, 17 i a deſire 
| of wvnion with: that it loues , Now when thou 
comeſt to-receiue the Sacrament, or topray, 
or put vpany ſpeciall requeſt, when thou com- 
eſt to haue todoe with-God,to make vie of any 
-priviledge thou haſt in Chriſt, thy cheife buſi. 
{neſſeisto intend rhis faith and loue ,- at ſuch a 
rime to draw thee neerer,to-make the vhion full 
and perfect. | 

| Youwill ſay, how is this increaſed and how 

Fisitintended?” bor ern 
 FTanfwer; Two wayes in the Sacramentzone 
way is the very. repetition, the very renewing 
| the covenant , the very. doing it over againe, 
the reſolution of raking him, (tor there;is a nau- 
tall covenant youknow betweene Chriſt and 
vs, Jit is confirmed to vs in the Sacrament, hee 
| confirmes his, and wee confirme ours , asthe 
Ffreindſhip:berweene +tonathan and David was 
[therhaſed by rhe renewing. of the covenant, or 
elſe'why wasit repeated © The very repetition 
| _ a& intends'the -— 9 habitis increa- 
fedby thy repetition ofthe at; though itwere 
avs bor exrenewing, ahogyagene ex- 
erciſeththyfaith ;irfers awbrks thy, faith and. 
thy loue, whenthou.comeſt to.receiuethe Sa, 
| ramen, 'the very, intention is ihcrenied,;. but)! 
by < 11 "this 
| 
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' | of every Sacrament lics inthe inſtitution;T hat | 


immediate _inſtizturion from Chriſt himſclte, 


were from the Lords owne mouth that dilive- 
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this isnotall, There is another thing inthe 
Sacrament that much increaſerhi it, and thar is 
a thing I wouldghauc you chicfely to take no- 
tice of That is the very Sacramentit ſelfe, the 
cleinent of bread and wine delivered tothee, | 
withthe very words of the miniſter, Takee# eat, 
this is my body, that was broken for thee z Take antl | 
drinke , this is my blood, that was ſhed for thee, and | 
for many, for the remiſſ1on of their ſinnes, for | 
when: theſe words are ſpokento vs, if wee did | 
conſider well ofthem, & thinke thus with our | 
{clues ; Theſe words that the Lord himſfelfe | 
hath appointed. the. miniſter 0 ſpcake ( for 
therein 1s the-force of the, that they are of the 
Lords owne inſtitution, therefore the ſtrength 


i5.4 rule in Diuinity ; the Papiſts-themſclues, 
that haue added fiue other Sacraments, cannot 
deny, butthat every, Sacrament muſt haue.an 


even frm his owne mouth, or elſe there is no 
ſtrength in ir; ſo that even as it is with all 
things that are ſymbolls of. other things , (as 
take markes in feilds that ſtand for the diviſion 
of ſeverall mens rights,take counters that ſtand 
for Thouſands __ Hundreds, the very cflence | 
of theſe things ſtands in the very inſtitution of 
chemg)So in the Sacrament,exceptthele words 


red it, this very delivering ofthe bread and | 


wine, being afigne to you of the forguenes. of | 
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your ſinnes, except the Lord had thus inſtitu 
tedit, there had beeneno force in it ſelfe, ) I 
ſay conſider, they are words that the miniſter 
ſpeakes not in an ordinary courſe, but he is ap- 
pointed by the Lord himſelfe to ſpeake them; 
and now when theſewords make a new im- | 
preflion vpon thy heart, itaddes an intention 
to thy faith and loue : for example, (to make it 
alittle more cleare to you,that you may vnder. 
ſand it diftinly.) The Lord harh ſaid this, 
he will forgiue the ſinncs of all thoſe that come 
vnto him, hee will forgiue them that forſake 
their finnes, and take Chriſt Ieſus, and loue & 
feare him for the time to come , The Lord 
might haue ſuffered it to goe thus in generall, 
that he hath delivered it vnto you & no more; 
But hee thought good to goe further , and ſay 
thus to mankind: Ttstrue, Ihaue ſaid it, but I 
will not content my ſelfe withthat, but will 


rernall ſignes, that thou ſhalt ſee and looke on, 
and I ſay to thee, this covenant haue I made 
{with thee , and when thou ſecſtthe bread and 
wine delivered by the miniſter, know this,that 
| the thing thatthou ſeeſt is a witneſle betweene 
thee and me: That as it was ſaid by Zaban and 
lacob when they made a covenant, Thu ſtone 
be witneſſe betweene vs : And God faid to Noah, 
when I looke vpon the rainebowe, it ſhall bee a rene 
that 1 will deſtroy the earth no more afier this man- 


mer , When the Lord hath faid it, and hath 


| 


| 


appointed 
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appointed this outward Symboll rhar thine 
eyes looke vpon, I remember the covenant, & 
this is aſigne betweene vs, this ſhall bind mee 
'toit and himlikewiſe, Now when this is done 
' anew, (it may be every moneth) this is a won- 
 drous grear mercy , this is a marvellous great 
helpe(ifir berightly vndcrſtood)to ſtrengthen 
our faith. Doth it not helpe vs, when we ſee 
the Rainebowe? Itthe Lord hath appointed, 7 
will remember my covenant , and when thon lookeſt 
0n it , it ſhall confirme me, and 1will not breake my 
covenant to deſtroy the world with a flood; For this 
adminiſtration of the Sacrament, when the 
Lord lookes vpon it, hee cannot but remem- 
ber his promiſe and his covenant,of pardoning 
our finnes;” And when thou lookeſt on it, thou 
art aſſured of it, for hee hath ſaid it; it ſhall bee 
a ſigne anda witneſſe betweene vs; Now I ſay 
that new Impreſſion that theſe words , (thus 
contrived and vnderſtood, and delivered by 
the miniſter) make vpon the heart, it intends 
Faith and louez as indeed it is a great matter to 
haue it ſpoken to vs by a miniſter of the Goſ- 

| pell, ſent from Chriſt, from hisowne mouth, 

Take andeate this is my body that was broken for 

you: and this is my blood that was ſhed for you and 
for many, for the remiſſion of fines. This is the 

fourth qualification that is required , that our 
faith and loue bee intended , and our vnion be 

increaſed, thatthe will, refolution, and pur- 


| 


poſe of taking Chriſt for our Lord , receiue 
| ES more 
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; more degrees; that fo we. may be more faſt and 
 firmely vnited and knir_ to him, which TI ſay 
is done partly by the epetition on both-{fides 
(for the very repetition doth it) and -part- 
ly by a new impreſſion that theſe words (:ake, 
eate &c.) make on the ſoule, Now Iaddethe 
laſt thing which is required, (ſtil remember 
the maine thing wecare vpon, that ir is not e. 
nough for thee to be in'Chriſt, but if rhou wilt 
bee a worthy receiver, thou muſt haue theſe 
foure qualifications in thec, that T haue named 
already; Thou muſt reconcile thy (elfe anew, 
thou muſt rub off the ruſt from thy ſoulc 
which it hath gathered, Thou muſt recover the 
diſtance that is growne betweene God & thee; 
Thou muſt adde aninreading and an increaſe, 
Thou muſt adde more degrecs to thy faith 
and loue, and after all theſe. ) 

Fiftly and laſtly, this is alſo required (which 
is much for our benefit and comfort) namely, 
to put vpthy requeſt, when thou comeſt neere 
to the Lord in the Sacrament: Now thou muſt 


vie of the covenant,which the Lord hath made 
with thee for his part,ſo that thou mayſt thinke 
this with thy ſclte; When I come to recciuec 
the Sacramenr, I haue but two workes to doe, 
one4s to recovenart with the Lord, and to re- 
new my repentance, and to ſetalleaven; and 
the other is to remember the Lords cove. 


nant, 


not only do this, but thou muſt alſo make. ſome |. 


Youl 


on the Sacrament. 


You will ſay,what is the Covenant? 
It's a Covenant that conſiſts of theſe three 
things or points; Juſtification, 1 will forgiue thy 
ſinnes; Sandtification, I will make you new hearts, 
and new ſpirits; and the third, all things are ours, 
that is, I haue made you hcires of the world, 
heires of all things , you haue all the pro- 
miſes belonging to. you, that belong to this 
life, and that which is ro comezthis is the 
Covenant which the Lord hath made. 
Now thou art bound when thou comeſt ro 
receiue the Sacrament, not onely ro remem- 
ber this Covenant, Doe thi(ſ{aith hee);m remem- 
brance of Mee,and not barely of mee, and of my 
being crucified for thee,and of all the loue that 
I haue ſhewed vnto thee, buralſo in remem- 
| brance of the Covenant, and of thoſe gratious 
' promiſes, which are the particulars of which 
'that Covenant is the ſumme: and therefore, 
[thus a mi is to do. What?hath theLord vouch- 
| ſafed mee this favour, that I may cometo his 
| Table, I may come and renew the nuptials with 
him,and renew my covenant with him? Surely, 
then I will looke about and conſider what I 
want, what requeſt I ſhall put vp vnto him, for: 
there is nothing thatis wanting, but it is within 
this Covenant, and thou artto put vpthy re- 
queſt ina ſpeciall manner, whatſoever ir be, be 
it concerning things belonging to thy ſoule, 
to hauea ſtrong luſt mortified,to haue thy hard 
heart ſoftned, to haue ſome {in that lyes vpon 
; | J thy 
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thy conſcience forgiuen, and to haue that for. | 
giueneſfſe aſſured ro thee: be itany thing thar | 
concernes thy. particular eſtate, it it be to be | 
delivered from a potent encmy, or whatſoever | 
it be,put vpthy requeſt, and that largely, open | 


rhy mourh wide, that is,make thy requeſt tull, | 
feare it nor. Put the caſe(againe)it be ſomewhat | 
| chat doth not concerne thee,vut that it concer- | 
| neth the Church abroad, or the Church at 
| home, iris acaſe that much concernes any of 


theſe in the Church, put ir vpto him, and put it 
vp with confidence. For this 1s a marriage day, 
(as it were)it is the time when he reacheth out 


and thou maiſt come to his preſence : you 
know, when Heſter was admitted to the pre- 
ſence of the King, then ſaid hee, what requeſt 
haſt thou? when you are admitted to the fami. 
liarity and preſence of the Lord, hee lookes for 
it, and askes what requeſt you haue to put vp 
to him? and the promiſes are large enough: 7 


| will giue it, whatſoever it be, if you aske according 


to my will,and therefore, do in this caſe as C20- 
ſes vied to doe: you ſhall finde when Moſes 


| drew neere vnto the Lord, when he was admit- 
| red intohis preſence, and ſaw him face to face 


(for that was the great priviledge Moſes had) 


| when there was any ſpeciall apparition of the 


Lord to him, Moſes makes this argument:(ſaith 
hee) it is a great mercy that thou wouldeſt 


eee ee en gene, 


his ſcepter (as you know the things I allude to) |- 


ſhew mee this, that ſuch a poore man as I am, 


ſhould | 
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ſhould hane this priviledge, and giue mee leaue 
to make vie of it: Lord, sf I have found favour in 
thy ſight,that is,fince thou haſt vouchſafed mee 
ſuch a favour inthy {ight, do thus and thus for 


Church of God and ſaued them, or elſe they 
had beene deſtroyed. It thou haſt not any par- 
ticular argument in this caſe, ſay, If I have 
found favor in thy ſight,do this: ſo I ſay,when 
thou haſt this promite confirmed, that Chriſt 
hath giuen himſelfe to thee,and the ſymboll of 
rhatpromiſe is the bread and'wine, which hee 
hath giuen to rhee, put vp thy requeſt:O Lord, 
if thou haſt vouchſafed to giue mee Chriſt, w/e 


I haue found favour in thy ſight, to do fo great 
a thing for me,deny mee nor this particular re- 
queſt. Thus we ought to doe, eſpecially when 
wee come to things that are beyond nature: 


me ſtrongly to evill, I ſhall never beable to o- 
vercome it, there are ſuch duties to doe, I ſhall 
never be able roperforme them: In ſuch a caſe 
thou muſt doe itthe more earneſtly, thou muſt 
ſigh and groane to the Lord: Eliſha, when hee 
comes to doe a thing ſo much aboue the courſe 
of nature, as to raiſe a dead child tolife, hee 
ſighed vnto the Lord, that is, hee prayed ear- 
neſtly: El;ah,when hee would haue Raine,hee 


IR 


cryed, he tooke much paines, hee prayed: So 
I 2 mult 


me: you ſee he made this requeſt for the whole | 


thou not with him gine mee all things elſe? Loxd,if | 


when we come, ler vs conſider with our (clues, | 
indeed I haue a naturall diſpoſition that carries | 
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muſt thou doe in this caſe: and know this for 
thy comfort, that though rhbSu thinke thou 
ſhalt never be able to doe theſe things, to over- 
come ſuch luſts, ſuch hereditary diſeaſes, yet 
the Lord is able to helpe thee: though theſe arc 
paſt naturall helpe, yer they are not paſt the 
helpe of grace; though the ſpirit in vs luſt after 
 envy;yet as the Apoltle James ſaith, The wy 
tures offer more grace,that is, the Scriptures offer 


ter envy, orany otherthing ; a ſpirit that luſts 
after credir, after money, after the ſinne of vn- 
cleaneneſſe, or whatſoever is preſented: now 
the $criptures offer that grace, that will over- 
come any of theſe {innes, be they never ſo 
ſtrong,or ſo old; Chriſt healed hereditary de- 
ſeaſes, hee healed thoſe that were borne lame 
and blinde:ſo though thou be borne with ſuch 
luſs, Chriſt is able'to heale thee; you ſee a Pro- 
'phet could /heale Naaman of his Leprofie,when 
there was no, other that could doe ir;- ſo ſaith 
Chriſt, Come vnto mee all yee, and Iwill heale you, 


to God. 


=> 


grace an1 abilicy, to doe more then nature can | 
{ doe,nature cannot heale a ſpirit,that luſteth af-. 


So that you. ſee, wee. muſt put yp our requeſts 


on the Sacrament, 


The Third Sermon. 


EE haue alrezdy made ſome en. 
trance vpon the words; I told you 
what the Apoſtles ſcope is in 


them, which is to make knowne to all Chriſti. 
ans to whom he wrote, another great privi- 
ledge, belides that which hee named before: 
that is, That hee that hath the ſonne,hath life,this 
( faith hee) is another priviledge, that what- 
-(oever you aske , you ſhall haue; onely re. 
member that you haue this aſſurance in him, 
that is, ir Chriſt Ieſus: That point, (what it 
isrobe.in him, thatit may be the ground of all 
the benefits and priviledges wee injoy ) wee 
handled the laſt day. Now we come to the pri- 
viledge irſelfe, 1f wee aske any thing according to 
his will be heareth vs, The words are ſo plaine, I 
| ſhall notneedeto ſpend any time in opening of 
them, bur deliver you. the point thar layes ſo 
evidently before vs: whichis this, That all the 
prayers of the Saints made pon earth,are aſſuredl, 
heardin heaven; whatſoever we aske, (1aith hee) 
according to his will hee hearcth vs, onely the 
conditions mult be obſerued. When you heare 
ſuch a gencrall as this,it muſt be limired, there 
are certaine bounds ſet ro it, which wee will 
rame ynto you: which are theſe foure. conditi- 
Ons, I 3 Firſt, 


DoF, 
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Firſt, all the prayers that are made vpon 
earth ſhall be heard in hcaven ; if they be the 
prayers ofarighteous man, and are faithfull 
and fervent . The perſon mult be ri2hreogs, that 
muſt firſt be remembred : becauſe, alrhough 
the prayer be never {o good, yerexcept the per- 
ſon be accepted from whom it comes,the Lord 
regards itnot : you know inthe old law, the 
blood of Swize was reckoned an abominable 
Sacrifice, yet if you take the blood of ſheepe,and 
compare them together , you ſhall finde no 
difference; It may be the Swines blood is the 
better:then whats the reafon the Swines blood 
is not accepted? even becauſe of the ſabject 


prayer of a Saint, and the prayer ofa wicked 
man, it may be, it you looke vpon the petitions, 
or whatſoever is in the prayer i: ſelfe, you ſhall 
finde ſometimes the prayer of a godly man 
more cold, and lefle fervent: the petitions are 
not ſo well framed as the wicked mans: yet be- 
cauſethis comes from ſuch a perſon the Lord 
regards it not;you know the condition is men- 
tioned James 5. The prayer of the righteous man 
availeth minch,sf it be fervent, Now as this is re- 
quired inthe perſon, ſo there is fomewhat re- 
quired in the prayer alſo, that is, thar it be fer- 
vent and faithfull, that it be fervent, you haue 
itin the ſame place, thatthe prayer of arighte- 


of it: it was the blood of Swine, and therefore |. 
you ſce it was put down, that it was ati abomi-| 
nable Sacrifice. So it is with prayer; Take the | 


ous | 
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ous man availeth much if it be fervent, thatis, 
it muſt be a prayer made from the ſence of the 


{ miſery thatis 4n vs, and from the mercie of 


God,when a man takes a thing to heart, that he 
rayes for, and comes with confidence to be 
eard, for that makes hyn fervent. This the 

Lord will haue, and alſo hee will haue it faith- 

tull: ' Zames the 1. whenthe Apoſtle exhorts 

them to prayer, FA any man want wiſdome (ſaith 
he)/et his aske it of God./but then marke, he care- 
fully puts inthis condition, ſee that, Hee pray in 
fatsb,thatis, belceue thatit ſhall be done vnto 
him:aow this faith includes repentance, for no 
man can beleeue that hee ſhall be heard,except 
hee make his heart perfect with God: If he al- 
low any ſinne in himſelfe, hee cannot belecue 
vpon any good ground: therefore when I ſay it 
muſt be tairhfull,thar alſo is included, we muſt 
regard no wickedneſle in our hearts,for in tuch 


' |acaſe, the Lord hearcs not,hee heares not ſin- 


ners.$S0 thatthis you muſt remember, Firft,the 
perſon muſt be righteous, and the praycr muſt 
be fervent and faithfull, 

Secondly , the other Condition you ſhall 
heare in the Texr,it muſt be according to bus wil, 
you muſt not thinke, whatſoever you aske, if 
you aske it looſely at Gods hands, that it ſhall 
preſently be graunted you: No (faith hee ) it 
muſt be according to his will, if you aske fire 


-| from heaven, chat is not according to his will, 
and therefore you ſee, they that asked it,were 


denycd 


2.Cond, 
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| on(for then hee would haue done it before)bur 


denyed it, with this reaſon, you know not what 
you aske; Likewiſe tofit at his righthand,and at 
his left in heaven, which was another requeſt 
of the Diſciples,he purs them by with this: To« 
vnderſtand not what you aske of the Father, and | 
therefore it muſt be according to his will, And 
that is the ſecond. - | 
Thirdly,we muſt aske it in time,#n due ſeaſon: | 
for the promiſe is true, 'Knocke and4t ſhall be 0- 
pened to you, but you know the foolith Virgins 
knockr, and it was not opened to them; what 
was the reaſon of it? becauſe they askt' when 
the time was paſt: for there is a certaine acc2p- 
table time when the Lord will be found: and 
when that opportunity is paſt, he is found no 
more. Irtistrue, that this life is the rime of 
grace, but God in his ſecret counſell hath ap- 
pointed a certaine time to every man, which is 
the acceptable time, the day of grace,therefore 
he ſaith vnto them, T hu day if you will heare:this 
day if you will come and ſeeke vnto mee, if 
you will pray vnto mee,T will heare you: when 
it's paſt,the Lord ſuffers not the dooresto ſtand 
open alwaycs, hiseares are not alwayes open: 
therefore that condition mult be carefully re- 
membred, you muſt aske in time; It is a condi- 
tion that ſhould be carefully thought on by vs, 
For, for the moſt part,wee fly to prayer as 704b 
did to the Altar, hee went notto it for deyoti. 


| when hee was in diſtreſſe, when hee was in ex- 
| tremit 


WO — 


on the Sacrament. \ 


know what ſucceſle hee had by it, it ſaved not 
his life: So we goe not to prayer tor devotion, 
thatis, out of loue te God, to doe him that ſer. 
vice, but (for the moſt part) wee doe it out of 
(elfe loue,whe we are in extremity or diſtreſle, 
we paſle the acceptable rimes he requires, and 
we goeto him ina time of our owne: For there 
is Gods time, & there is our owne time, Gods 
time is to cometo him when we may doe him 
ſervice, in our youth , in our ſtrength, inthe 
flower of our graces: Ourtime is to goe to him 
when we need him: Will not a friend ſay 
(when wee never come to him, bnt when wee 
haue extreeme need of him ) why doe you 
come now? you were not wontto viſit me be- 
fore, this is not our of loueto mee: Even the 
very ſame anſwer the Lord giveth; Goe toyour 
Idolls {ſaith hee ) thoſe that you ſerved in the time 
of peace, and ſee if they can helpe you. 


referre the !#me, the manner,the meaſure of gran. 
ting our petitions 10 the Lord, That is, we muſt 
not thinke to be our owne carvers, to thinke if 
it benot granted in ſuch a manner, ſuch a mea 

ſure, ocfach atime, p_ the Lord hath 
rejected our petitions; No, he #hat beleenes makes 
no haſt: That is, he waites vpon God, he ſtayes 
himſelfe vpon God, he is content to haue itin 
that time, in that manner and meaſure, as beſt 


a—_— the Lord: For the truth is , we know 


K not 


tremity , then hee fled toit, and therefore you | 


The fourth and laſt condition is , That wee | 


4 Cond, 
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| not our ſelues what is meet for 'vs; we are vnto 
the Lord uſt as the Patient is to the Phyſitian - 
the Patient is importunate with him, for ſuch | 
things torefreſh him, and eaſe him 5 But the 
Phylitianknowes what beſt belongs to him, & 
and when to giue him ſuch things, in what 
manner, and in what meaſure : Sothe Lord 
knowes beſt what to doe: Many times he doth 
the ſame things that we deſire , though he doe 
itnot inthe ſame mannes : Even asthe Phyfi. 
tian he quencheth often the thirſt with Barbe. 
ries, or with ſuch kind of conſerues, what 
though it bee not with drinke? is it not all one, 
ſo the thirſt bce quenched * Is it not all one 
whether aman be hindred from (triking me, or 
[if I haue a heltmertto defend the blow? ſome- 
times the Lord keepes not off the enemy ; bur 
then hee giues vs a helmet to keepe off thoſe 
| blowes, 'to bearethole injuries and evills that | 
are done tovs.: hee isa wile Phytfitian, hee 
| knowes what manner, what meaſure, and what 
time is beſt, therefore that muſt be referred to 
him : Now theſe conditions being obſerved, 
you muſt know that this great previledge be. 
longs to every Chriſtian, That.whatſoever 
prayers he make$0nearth,he is (ſure to-be.hard 
10) heaven, it is 2-weridrous previledge ; that 
which wee -haue all cauſe to ſtand amazed-ar, 
that the Lord ſhould ſo farre regard the Sonnes 
of men, trograntthem fuch a.Charteras this, 
ao-more but aske and habe; and. whatſoever 

you { 
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you pray tor, it ſhall bee donertoyou.;' Baca 
man is ready to fay ſecretly in his heart when 
he heares it, This is roo good to be true, That 
whatſoever I aske, I ſhall haue. My Beloved, 
[ confeſle, ir is a hard thing to beleeue it as we 
ought to doe: and theretore we come to apply 
this, we will ſpend alittle time in endevouring 
to convince you of the truth of it, that you 
may not doubr of it, that what prayers you 
make to the Lord, he is ready to heare them, 
Firſt, conſiderthat wharſoever prayer you 
make, he takes notice of it, hee obſerues every 
petition , there is not one petition that you 
make to himat any time, but he lookes vpon it, 
hee fees what rhe prayer is, And this thing all- 
though you thinke it common , (and who is 
there that know not this) yet (my beloved) to 
belecue this, to thinke that God is preſent 
where I make my prayer to htm, torhinke he 
ſtands and heares it, even as I ſpeake toa man 
that ſtands & heares me, and vnderſtands what 
[ fay to him ; This is a great helpe to vs. That 
this is true: ſee in 4. Eph. 6+ Hee inall, and 
through all, ang over all, That is, the Lord is, in 
every man, he paſſerh through every thing, his 
eyes runne through theearth, 8 hee is over all, 
looking what ſecrets are in mans heart, what 
thoughts, yea before hee thinkes them , hee 
knowes them, becauſe hee ſceth them in their 
cauſes : He that is in a man , that lookes in all 


K's : {ee 


= 


the ſecret corners of the heart, he muſt needes | 


— 
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| on high; and lookes over all that is below, hee 
| ealtly can ſee whatſoever is done; So the Lord, 
| heis inall, he is through all, he is over all. But 


hehath;, wharpetitions hee | 
putteth vp ſecterly;,/even then when his mouth 
ſpeakesnor.. And leſt that ſhould be enough, 
ſaith he,He# over all; you know one that ſtands 


this is enough for that, only I would haue you 
remember, that hee takes notice of-all , hee 
knowes thy prayers. 

; Bur you will ſay, I doubt not of that, I make 
no queſtion but he heares me, and vnderſtands.| 
me well enough: But how ſhall I know that he 
is willing to grant it? - 

Youſhall fee theſe 2 Reaſans, in the 7. Math, 
where our Saviour vrgcth this very point, that 
we haue now in hand, from the 7.verſe downe- 
ward, Aske (faith he) and you ſhall hawe, ſeeke and 
you ſhall fina knocke, and'it hal be opened vnto you; | 
here is the promiſe; For(he backs it with theſe 
2 Reaſons) Every one that asketh recerveth , and 
he that ſeeketh, findech, and to him that knocketh, it 
ſball be opened unto him: As if he ſhould ſay; yee 
haue this reaſonfor it, why you ſhould belecue 
it, that it is no more bur aske 8 hauc; for (ſaith 
he) all chat ever asked haue obtained; all that 
everhaue fought, haue found;all that ever haue 
knocked, it hath-been opened vntothem. That 
is, lookethrough:the whole booke of God, & | 
ſee whar prayersever haue bit madeto him,8& | - 


youſhall finde, that there is nota prayer men-1 
tioned | 


-_ 
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tioned inall the Scriptures, but ir hath beene 
heard. Now when wee haue ſuch acloud of 
witneſſes, it is a {trong reaſon,when it is ſaid to 
vs that there were never any prayed but were 
heard, 

Why, you will ſay, There were many pray- 
ed that were not heard ; Did not Davidpray 
for his Childe, and was not heard « Did not 
Paul pray to be delivered from ſuch atempra. 
tion, and was not heard? 

My Beloued, Its true, they were not heard | 
for-the particular , but yet I dare bee bold to | 
ſay,that David was heard at that time, though 
(I ſay) not in the particular , for though his 
Child was taken away, yet you may re the 
Lord gaue hima.Child of the ſame woman, 
with much more advantage, hee gaue hima 
Child that was legitimate, which this was not: 
hee gaue him a Child that exceeded for wiſe- 
dome, Solomox was the Child that he had: So 
that the Lord did heare him,and gaue him this 
anſwer, as if hee had ſaid to him, David I hauz 
heard thee, I know that thou art exceeding im- 
portunate ; thou ſhalt not hauc this , but thou 
thalt hauc another Child-which ſhall be berter. 
And ſo-hee faith vato Paul 2. Cor. 12. Chriſt 
reveales this to.him; Paul (ſaith hee )though I 
oraunt thee not this particular requeſt , in the 
manner that thou wouldeſt haue me, ( To take 
away the pricke of the fleſh which thou art 

troubled with) thou ſhalt bce a greater gainer 
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| ſon is this; 17at man 4 


by it, thou had(t better haueit then want it, 
when Paul ynderſtood thatit was a medicine, 


1andnota poyſon as hce tooke it to be, hee was 


content and reſolved init; And a man reſol- 
veth not except he be againer. Hee faw that 
Gods power was manifeſt in his weakeneſſe, and hec 
ſaw himſelfe humbled by itz and when he ſaw 
that God gainedglory ; and himſelte humilia- 
tion by ir,he was content to be denyed in itzSo 
I ſay whoſoever asketh findeth,you ſhall never 
find any example but that whoſoever ſought 
to the Lord as hee ought, hee was certainly 
heard, or elſe he had ſorewhatthat was better 
raunted to him inſteadgf it. And this is the 
Aſt reaſon that js vſed heare, The ſecond rea. 
ou, if his Son aske 
bread, will gine hins a ſtone , tf he aske a fiſh, will 
gine him a ſerpent ; if you then that are cvill, know 
how to zine 209d things to your children, bow much 
more fat your heavenly father gine 200d things to 
them which aske him, (ſaith he) you be not able 
to perſwade your ſelues of this truth , becauſe 
you know not the father, for he dwells in light ! 
in acceſiable , you are not acquainted with 
him, ſaith our Saviour, I will helpe you out | 
with anargument that you better vnderſtand; 
even vpon earth (ſaith hee ) take bur afarher 
heare, a father thatis ill (bur the Lord is full of 
goodnes, fathers haue but a drop, bur a ſparke 
of mercy in them , whereas the Lord is full of 


| mercy , as the Lord is full of light, hee is the 


God' 


th 
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God of all comfort, Yet, (ſaith he) this father 
(when his fonne cones 'toaske him bread ) he 
is ready to giuc it him, he is full of compaſſion 
and tendernes toward him, doe you not thinke 
that our heavenly father is as true a father as 
he, that hee loues you as well as they , whoſe 
compaſſion and pitty is much greater * doc 
you not thinke hee is ready to heare his Chil. 
dren when they call vpon him ? 9 this is a 
(trong and vnanſwerable Reaſon, and this you 
ſee is backed in 16: 10hn27. you ſee there the 
loue of a father how it is expreſled to vs ; 7 ſay 
not unto you that Iwill aske the father((aith he) the 
father himſelfe lones you , Marke, as if he ſhould 
haue ſaid , let this bee one ground to you ro 
thinke your petitions ſhall be graunted, & that 
chey are not only graunted for my ſake , for 
(faith he) the father himſelfe loveth you, and 
hath a great affeion to you, thar is in naturall 
parents, there.is a naturall affe&ion to their 
Children, So if I were not immediatly topre- 
ſent your petitions (though that bee not exclu- 
ded) yet (faith hee) the father hath ſuch an af- 
fection to you, that he cannet chooſe but hcare 
you, 1 ſay a0t, (faithhee) that 1 will acke the fa- 
ther , for the father himſelfe loves yon.. So that 
this is the ſecond reaſon, which this promiſc 
is there backed with, the loue of the father, 
That hee cannor find in his heart to deny vs, 
even forthar affeRion that hee beareth to vs. 


| 


We will adde athizxd Reaſon that wee 1neer |, 
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Anſw- 


| zineit you; It is broughtin vpon this occaſi- 


herein the lame Chap. 16. lohn 2.3. 1 that day 
you ſhall aske in my name: verily, verily, 1 ſay vnto 
yu, yee ſhall aske the father in my name, and he will 


on: when our Saviour Chriſt was to goe from 
his Diſciples, they were ready to complaine, 
as we ſecin the verſes before, they were ready 
to ſay with themſclues, alas, what ſhall we doe 
when our Maiſter ſhall bee tooke from our 
head 2 Our Saviour. anſwers them , you ſhall 
doe well enough doubt yon not , for though I 
be not with you , yet (ſaith hee} goe to the fa. 
ther in my name and whatſoever you aske of 
him, you ſhall haue it: Sothat he anſwers this 
objection, when a man is ready to ſay. 

Its true, I know that a father is exceeding 
loving to his Children: Burt it may be, my car- 
riage hath not beene ſuch, Iam full of infirmi- 
ties, I haue much in me that may turne the loue 
and affeftion of my father from me. 

Put the caſe you haue , yet Chriſt adds this 
for your comfort , If (ſaith he) the father will 
not doe it for your ſake, yet doubt you not, if 
you aske in my name, hee will doe it; doe wee 
not ſee it vſuall among nren, That one that is a 
meere ſtranger to another , if hee geta letter 
froma friend, hee thinkes to prevaile, and hee 
doth ſo, becauſe though it be not done for his 
ſake (it may bee hee is a ſtranger, one that de- 
ſerved nothing at his hands) yet ſuch a friend 
may deſeruc much: And when we goe to God 
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inthe name of Chriſt,this anſwers all the obje. 
aios whatſoever you ci ſay againſt your ſelues 
itis all ſatisfied in this: I goe in his name, I am 
ſure he hath ſupply,l am ſure he is no ſtranger, 
[know he hath deſerued it,8&c.Laſt of all,as he 
loues vs, and becauſe we aske in the name of 
Chriſt is ready to heare vs: wee will adde this, 
that he is ready to heare vs for his own ſake, he 
is A God hearing prayer,ſaith the Pſalmiſt,that all 
fleſh might come ro him,even for this cauſe he 
heares;rhat men mighr be incouraged to come 
and (eeke to him ; for if the Lord ſhould not 
| heare,then no fleſh would come vato him, that 
is, men” would haue no encouragement, no 
helpe,theretore hee ſaich , hee is 4 God hearzng 
prayer, doubt ye not, he will doe it, for this pur- 
poſe,thar hee might haue men ro worſhip him, 
| that men might come and ſecke varo him, Be- 
fides that, he ſhall be glorified, 19» ſhalt call w- 
pon mee #1 the day of trouble, I wall heare thee, and 
thou ſhalt glorifie mee, now the Lord is deſirous 

of glory,it was the end for which he made the 
world: But in not hearing our prayers,he loſeth 
this glory , by hearing our requeſts, the more 
we are heard,the moreglory and praiſe we ren- 
der vnto him. Likwiſe he doth it for theSpecta- 

tors ſake; Moſes often preſenteth that Reaſon, 

Lord doe it, What will the Heathen ſay? andleſt thy 

name be polluted among them, they will ſay thou haſt 

brought out a people, and waft nt able to deliver 

them.So David often, there are many inſtances 
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in that; I fay, forchelookers oh ſake he is rea- 
dy to doc it. All this is enough to perſwade our 
hearts,thart hee is ready to heare vs, that when 
prayers are made to him on carth,(Sorhe con- 
ditions be obſcrved) they are ſurely heard in 
heaven, | 
Vie. Now to apply this. Firſt, ifthe Lord be fo 
ready to heare,then this ſhould reach vs to be 
more fervent in this duty of prayer then com- 
monly weare, forto whatend are ſuch promi-. 
ſes as this, but ro encourage vs to do our duties, 
when wee heare that prayer is of ſo much eff- 
cacie, that ir prevailes with the Lord for any | 
thing,ſhall we ſuffer itto lay by (as it were)apd 
not make vſe of it?if a drug,or a pretious balme 
were cominended tovs, andit were told vs, 
chat if wee made vic of it, it would heale any 
wound, it will heale any ficknes, & this & this 
yertue it hath: Will a wife ma ſufferitto lay by 
him, will hee not vic ir, and ſee whar vertue it 
hath? And when iris faid vnto vs,that prayer is 
thus prevalent with.the Lord,thar it is thus po- 
tent,that it is thus able to prevaile with him for 
any thing,ſhall wee not make vſe of ir,whenwe 
are in any diſtreſle, when wee need any thing: 
when wee haue any diſeaſe, cither of ſoule or 
body to heale ? Ler vs flyetothis refuge that 
| himſelfe hath appointed-Ifa wa ofthe carth | ' 
ſhould ſay to a man, will be ready to doc thee 
| a good turne, make vſe of mee when thou haſt 
| PR_—_ he would be ready-engughto 2 it, 
E | ow 


— tt. 


on the Sacrament. 


Now when the Lord of heaven ſaith\, aske 
what you will at my hands and I will doe it: 
ſhall wee nor ſeeke to him,and make vſe of ſuch 
a promiſe as this? Beloued we are too backward 
ia this, wee ſhould be'more aboundant in this 
duty then we are, wee ſhould make more ac- 
count of it ; For whatſoever rhe caſe be; if 
you doe bur iecke to the Lord, ifthou doſt but 
ler downethy reſolution with thy ſelfe: well I 


ſeeitisa thing (if I looke vponthe creature & | 


the meanes)I haue little hope of,” but the Lord 
isable ta doit, and therefore I wifl goe to him, 
[ will weary him, and I will not giue him-over, 
| I will nor giue him, nor my ſelte any reſt, till 1 
haue obtained it: I ſay it is impoſſible thou 
ſhouldeſt faile in ſuch a caſe. Onely remember 
to be importunare, for an importunate ſviter he 
cannot deny. You know the parable of the vn- 
juſt Zwdge. You know allo the parable of the 
man that was in bed with his children, when 
the widdow was imporrunate , when ſhee 
knocktand would giue him no reſt,he giues her 
redreſſe, the other rifeth and giueth his friend 
as many loaues as he will, faith the Text; yea 
though ſhe were not his friend; (for this is the 
meaning of it.) If ſaith hee,the Lord had not 
much loue to you,it he had not ſuch anaffeRti-. 
on, if you did not come to hiim in the name of 
Chriſt whom he loues,in whom hee is ready to 
grant whatſoever you aske, if hee were nota 
friend ro you; yet for your very importuntty, 
2 hee 
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he is ready todocit As the vnyuſt Iudge (for 
that is the ſcope of the parable) 'hee had no 
| minde to grantthe widdorwes requeſt, hee had 
| no luſtice is hum romone himAee had no mer- 
cy nor compaſhon, yetfor very importuniry he 
graunted it. Remember and oblerue the con- 
dition; for this is commonly a fault among vs, 
when we goe to prayer, wee thinkethatthe ve. 
ry putting vpof the prayer wilhdo ir;No,there 
| is more required then ſo. As it is. rhe error of 
the Country people, when they heare ſay,that 
ſuch an herbes good. for ſuch adiſeaſe, they 
are ready tothinke,thatthowſoeveri: be tooke 
or applyed )it will heale the diſeaſe; no,itmuſt 
be applyc inſuch a manner, it muſt be vſed in 
ſuch a faſhion. So it is with prayer, you muſt 
| not only.doethe duty, {and therefore when we 
exhort you toit, not onely to call ypon God, 
for men are ready cnough te do that,eſpecially 
in the time of diſtreſle, ) but with theſe cond1- 
tions I have named.- You know Geha7#t when 
hee had got the ſtaffe of Z/;ſha, hee went to the 
Child, bur it was notthe ſtaffe that could raiſe 
the child from death to life, there was ſome- 
thing more required .. So in prayer, itis not 
meere prayer that will doit,therc is ſomething 
elſe, there muſt be other conditionsthat muſt 
be obſerued. For we are wont to do with-it,as 
thoſeCoiitries were wont to do with the name 
of Ieſus, they thought if they vied the name of 
leſus, it was enough: but yce know whatan. 
ſwer ; 
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{wer the Spirit giues them, leſuws we know, and 
Paul wee know, but who axe yeet (o1fay wee are 
wont to doin this caſe, wee thinke it isenough 
to make our requeſt, and thar is all.” No,there is 
ſomewhat more required, you muſt make your 
requeſt in ſuch a manner as yee ought. Then I 
adde this further, that when thou makeſt them 


in ſuch amanner, yer thou muſt not thinketo 


be heard for thy prayers ſake : that is another 
thing wee are aptto faile in. When wee haue 
made tervent prayers, and haue beene impor- 
tunate with the Lord, we thinke now ſurely we 
ſhall not faile: No, you muſt know this,the pro. 
miſe is not made to the prayer, bur tothe per- 
ſon-praying. You ſhall not finde throughout 
the whole ſcripture, that any promiſe is made 
thus, becauſe wee pray fervently we ſhall be 
heard: but it is made tothe perſon praying,the 
praycr is but the inſtrument: but the meanes by 
which the bleſſing is conveyed to vs, is a 
meanes without which the Lord will nor do it, 
for the promiſe is made to the party . A cold 
prayer (ſothere be no negle& im ir, ſoaman 
ſecke the Lord;& pray as well as he can,)it will 

revaile ſometimes as well,as a fervent prayer: 
who indites the petition, who makes the prayer 
fervent: ſurcly not thy ſelfe, but the Holy-Ghoſt: 
he makes. requeſt in vs, ſometimes hee makes 
more fervent, hce enlargeth the heart more 
ſomerimes, againe the heart is more ſtraitned 
inthe performance of this duty: but both may 


0 come 
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come fro the ſame ſpirit. Not, but that we haue 
| cauſe of much comfort, when wee are able to 
| pray feryently,for this is a ground of our com- 
fort,that when we pray fervently, itis.an argu- 
ment that the Holy Ghoff rdwels in our hearts, 
and that our prayers are dictated by him, it is 
an argument, that our prayers come from a 
holy fire within And therefore fervent prayer 
may gtue vs hope of being heard, but yet 
itts not meercly the prayer, but becauſ{citis an 
evidence that it comes from a right principle, 
that it comes from the regenerate part, and1s 
made by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt: itis 
notthe very fervencie that prevailes, And 
therefore when you heare this, thatthe Lord is 
ready to heare,I ſay make that vſe of it, be fex- | 
vent in this duty, remember the conditions: & 
yet withal know,that you are not heard for the 
very prayers ſake,but for Ieſus Chriſt his ſake, 
He makes every prayer acceptable,he mingles 


; them with his ſweete odours . 
-_ .And if you obje, O butI am a man full of 
infirmities. 
Anſ. 'You know how it is anſwered in the 5 of 


1ames, (faith he) Eliah when hee was heard, hee 
was 4 man, and a man ſwbjec? to paſſions, and'to 
the like paſſrons that wee are: As if he ſhould ſay, 
do not thinke that E1i4h was therefore heard, 
becauſe he was an extraordinary Prophet: for it 
was becauſethe Lord had made a promiſe to 
| him, and hee comes and vrges that promiſe to 

the 
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the Lord, and therefore the Lord heard him. 
So (faith hee) ſhould every one of you, if you 
haue the promiſe, you may goe and vrge it, as 
well as Elzah did:though you be ſubje&tro ma- 
ny infirmities, Eliah was even ſo... You know 
there are infirmities and paſſions expreſſed in 
the Scriptures that that hee was ſubje& to. 
And this is the firſt vic wee are to make of it,to 
be frequent and fervent in this duty, fince we 
hauc ſucha promiſe . 

Secondly, it wee haue ſucha promiſe,then 
we ſhould learne hence (when wee haue put vp 
 oUr-prayers atany time} to make more account 
of them then we doe:for the truth is, that wee 
pray for the moſt part for faſhion ſake, many a 
man ſaith thus with himſelfe : I will ſeeke the 
Lord,ifit do mee no good,it will doe no hurt; 
but if wee maderhar account of our prayers as 
we ſhould, we would performe this duty in an- 
other manner, bur wee do not make that ac- 
coun: of them as wee ought: Wee thinke not 
with our {elues that rhe prayers that wee make 
are ſurely heard : there be many evidences, 
whar is the reaſon, that when wee ſecke the 
Lord, wee doe it fo remiſly that wee haue 
ſcarce leaſure to make an end of our prayers: 
we are ſo ready to haſten and goe about other 
buſinefſe;wee are ready to turne every ſtone, to 
vicall meanes to ſeeke the creatures with all 
diligence: but who' prayes tothe Lord as hee 
ought,to worke his heart to ſuch a fervent per- 
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formance of that duty as he ſhould? men have 
ſcarcely leaſure,for it is vſuall with them when 
they haue buſineſſe ro doe, and —_— 
robringto paſle, rhey are exceeding diligent 
tovſe all meanes; and yer are remiſle in the 
chiefe: what is the reaſon elſe, that wee ſee the 
doores of Princes and great men fo full of ſu- 
ters, though there be porters ſer on purpoſe to 
driue them away;bur the gates of heaven are ſo 
empty? Ir is indeed becauſe we do not beleene 
our prayers are heard , wee do but make our 
prayers for faſhion. What is the reaſon like- 
wiſe,that we vſe prayer inthe time of diſtreſſe 
(if it will be an effeRuall meanes to helpe vs, | 
when all other meanes faile, )why vſe we it not 
before? But that is an argument that wee truſt 


[not roit,ſeing we vſe ir, only in the time of ex- 


tremity:: for if it be not efteuall, why do we 
vie itthen? If it be effeuall, why do not wee 
vſe ittill that accident ? therefore this vie wee 


7 muſt further make, when wee heare that the 


Lord heares our prayers,to make more account 
of them then we do, to thinke that our prayers 
when they are put vp to the Lord ſhall be 
heard.Say thus with thy ſelfe,well,now I haue 
prayed, and I expett that the thing ſhould be 
graunited that I haue prayed for, when I ſecke 
tothe Lord: It's true,I deny not but wee muſt 
vie the meanes too, wee muſt lay the hands v- 
pon the plough,and yet pray; both ought to be 
done,as ſometimes we vie two friends, but wee 
truſt 


, 
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confidence in one of them: In like manner wee 
mult both pray and vic the meanes, -bat ſo'as 
wee put our chicte truſt in-prayer, "it is not 
meanes that will doe it.Butthe truth is,wee do 
the quite contrary: It may be we pray& vſe the 
mceanes, but wee truſt the meanes, and not the 
prayer - that isa common and a greart faule a- 
mong vs, itis apiece of Arheiſme,for men to 
thinke the Lord regardstheir prayers,no more 
then hce regards the bleating of ſheepe or the 
lowing of oxen, to thinke hee heeds them not. 


And its a great part of faith to thinke that the 
Lord: harkens to them and regards them, as 
certainly he doth, | 

But you will ſay, I have prayed, and am not 
heard, and haue ſought tothe Lord and haue 
found no anſwere. 

Well,itmay be thou haſt not forthe preſent, 
but haſt thou ſtayed the Lords leaſure 2 (for 
that is to bee conſidered in this caſe,) ſome- 
times the Lord comes quickly,he giues a quick 
anſwer ro our requeſts ; ſometimes hee ſtayes 
longer: Burthis is our comfort, that when the 
' returne is longer, the gaine is the greater: As 
we ſee intrades,ſome trades haue their returne 
| very quicke, it may be the tradeſmens money 
is returned eyery weeke, but then their gaine is 
ſo much the lighter ; bur when their returne is 
(lower, as is your great merchants, when it 


come 
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ayes three or foure yeares , wee ſee the ſhips |. 
M 


truſt one; wee vſerwo Phiſitians, but wee put | 
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: come home laden,bringing fo much the more: 
So (for the moſt part) when our prayers doe| 
ſtay long , they returne with the greater bleſ' 


cies. Let this bee an encouragement to vs, 
Though I ſtay , the Lord will graunt ir ; and 
thinke not with thy felfe, I made fuch a prayer 
long agoe,[ found no fruit of it; for be ſure, the 
Lord remembreth thy prayer, though thou 
haſt forgotten it, the prayers that thou madeſt 
a good many yeares agoe, may doe thee good 
many yeares hence; May not a man pray to 
haue his Child ſanRified, to haue him brought 
to better order 5 It may bee hee liues many 
yearcs, and ſees no ſuch thing, yet in the end, 
the prayer may bee effectuall : So likewiſe it 
may be in'many caſes, you {ce thereare many 
examples for it : , Abraham prayed, he ſtayed 
long, but you ſee it was a great bleſſing that he 
had , when hee prayed for a ſonne, you know 
what a fonne he was, he was aſonne of the pro. 
miſe, in whomallthe nations of the carth were 
bleſſed, So Dawd when the :Lord promiſed 
him a kingdome, he ſtayed long for it: Many 
ſuch examples there are. Therefore comfort 
thy ſelfe with his : chough I Ray long, this is 
|my hope , this is my encouragement, that ſu- 


'him, Hee will come with a great bleſſing, the 


| 


fings,they returne loaden with rich commodi-| 


\ (taines me, If I ſeeke the Lord, and waite vpon | 


gaineſhall bee heavicr and greater, though the | 
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Laſt of all when you hears ſuch a promiſe 


heard in it; you ſhould hence learne, to ſpend 
ſome time in the meditation of this great pri- 
| viledge that the Saints haue, 8 none bur they; 
This I propound to every mans conſideration, / 
that thoſe that are not Chriſtians, that is, thoſe 
that are not regenerate may know what they 
looſe by it; and thoſe that are, may vnderſtand 
the happines of their condition, that they may 
learne to magnity it, and to bleſſe themſclues 
in that condition, that they haue ſuch agreat 
priviledge as this: Itis no more but aske and 
haue, therefore that which in the third place I 
exhort youto, is this, namely to ſpend time in 
the meditation of it, to conſider what a great 
advantage it is : David cannot ſatisfy himſelfe 
enough in it: In 18. and 116. Pſalmes. Lord 1 
lowe thee dearely, he cannot prayſe enough, and 
why? 1 /ought to thee in diſtreſſe, and thou heardeſt 
me; Icalled vpon thee , and thou inclineſt thine eare 
to my prayer. I ſay confider this mercy as you 
ought to doe, it is part ofthe thankes we owe 
ro the Lord for o an exceeding priviledge, 
That whatſoever our caſe be, it is no more, but 
put vp our requeſts, and wee ſhall bee heard: 
When there was a ſpeech among ſome holy 
men (as you know that man that was named in 
the ſtory: ) what was the beſt trade, hee an 
[wered beggerie; Itis the hardeſt, and itisthe 


as this, That whatſoever you aske you ſhall be” 


em 


Fiche trade. Now he vaderſtands it not, of | 
M 2 common 
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faith he) I'vnderſtand ir of a prayer ro God, 
that kind of beggeric I meane , which as it is 
the hardeſt, nothing more hard thentopray to 
God as we ought, So withall there is this com- 
fort init, itts the richeſttrade of all others, 
there is no way to inrich our ſelues ſo much, 
with all the promiſes that belong either to this 
life, or to that. which.is to come: Even as you 
ſec among men, a Courtier, a Favorite in the 
Court, gets more by one ſuit, (it may be,)then 
a Tradlinan,or Merchant, or husbandman gets 
with. twenty yeares labour , though hee takes 
much paines; for one requeſt may bring more 
profit, may make a Courtier richer, then fo 
many: yeares labour & paines; So in like caſe a 
faithfull prayer, put vp to God, may morepre- 
vaile with him , wee may obtaine more at his 


viing many meanes, and therefore itis a rich 
trade , and great priviledge, a priviledge that 
we cannot thinke enough of , that wee cannot 
eſteeme enough. You haue heard of a noble 
man in this Kingdome, that had a Ring given 
him by the 2xeene, with this promiſe , that if 
he ſent that Ringto her, at any time when hee 
was.in diſtreſle, ſhe would remember him and 
deliver him, This was a great priviledge from 
2 Prince, and'yetyon ſee, what that was ſub- 


neither | 


— | 
* »,| common beggery (tor that is the pooreſt and 
== caſteſt trade, that condition hee puts in) but 


hands by it, then by many yeares labour, or | 


[jeR vato, he might be in ſucha diſtreſſe, when-| 


j 
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neither King nor Queene could bee able to 
helpe him; orthough they were able, (as ſhee 
was in that caſe) yet it might bce ſent, and not 
delivered; Now then confider what the Lord 
dothto vs, Hee hath given vs this priviledge, 
he harh givea vs prayer, asit were this Ring, 
he hath given vs thatto vſe, and tells vs, what- 
ſoever our caſe is, whatſoever we are, wharfo. 
ever we ſtand in-nced of, whatſoever diſtreſſe 
we arein, doc but ſend this vpto me, (ſaith he) 
do but deliver that meſſage vp to me of prayer, 
and ] will bee ſure to relieue you : Now cer- 
tainly what caſe ſoever we are in, when we ſend 
vp thisz it is ſure ro be conveyed, whereſoever 
we are: Againe whatſoever our caſe is, we ſend 
it t9 one = is able ro helpe vs, which a Prince 
many. times is not able rodoe--: This benefir | 
we haue by prayer . T hat wharfoever we aske 
at the Lordshands, wee ſhall haucit; Now 
conſider this great advantage which you haue; 
[t is expreſſed 4 Phil. in theſe words, Be in no- 
thing carefull ({aixh the Apoſtle: ) And that you 
may ſee wee haue ground for this generality, 
In nothing bee careful , but inal things make your 
requeſt, That is , whatſoever your caſe bee, I 
make no exception at all, but whatſoever you 
ſtand in necd of , whether it concernes: your 
ſoules- or your' bodies, your name or your e- 
ſtate, yet be in nothing carefull, This is a great: 
matter; There is none amongſt you that heares 
me.now , but ſometime or! other he is careful] 
| | M3. for | 
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Queſt. 


|for ſomthing orother, for which heis ſolici- 


1from heaven, that the Lord himſelte ſaith to 
| vs, Bee carefull for nothing, doe no more but 


| ſelues, that this is that Charter, & great Grant 


tous, Now when a man heares ſuch a voyce 


make your requeſt knowne, iris well enough, 1 
will ſurely heare in heaven and graunt it, Iris 
a great comfort, Beloved, comfort your ſclues 
with theſe words, and thinke this with your 


that the Lord hath given you, and to none but 
_ , thar what prayers you make to him, hee 
careth you. 

But it will bee objected, (I ſee the time paſ- 
ſeth, I will but only anſwerthis one objeQtioni, 
that I muſt not lerpaſle) why is this ſaid ſo ge- 
nerally? That we muſt in nothing be careful 
bur in all things make our requeſt knowne? 
For.then if a man were but a 'poore man, it is 
but going to the Lord, and asking riches, and 
hee > bn them; If a man were ſicke of an 
incurable diſeaſe, it were no more but going to 
the Lord, and he ſhould bee ſure to be recove- 
red, If aman hath an enterpriſe: to bring to 
paſſe, It is no more but goe to him, and it Gall 
be done: whar is the realon then, that godly 8 
holy men haue not theſe things graunted to 
them? 

Tothis I anfwer,you muſt ynderſtand it with 
this condition, even as it is with a Father (I 
will proue it to you by that,) ſuppoſe he ſhould 
fay to his fonne, I will deny thee nothing, 


by what. 
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whatſoever I haue, 1 will deny thee nothing 
but thou ſhalt haue parr in it, 'Though hee ſay 
no more, yet we vnderſtand-it with theſe con- 
ditions. ) LOGIQUN NI SO | 
Firſt,that if his child ſhall aske him/for that, 
that is not good for him, orifthe child ſhould 
refuſe to haue that done,or pray his Father and 
ſay, Ibeſcech you do itnor, when the Father | 
knowes it is good;here the Father is notbound 
he thinkes: as for example, ifa Father ſees his 
child needes Phiſicke, it may be, the child | 
finds it bitter,and therefore is exceeding loath 
totake it , it makes him ficke, and is irkeſorne 
vato him,ſo that ke earneſtly deſires his Father 
that he may be excuſed, thar he might be freed 
fromir, Inthis Caſe, the father wilt nor heare 
| him, for he knowes the Child is but miſtaken: | 
Onthe other ſide; if the Child aske ſormething 
that is very hurtfull, ifhe aske for wine ina fea. 
ver, the Father denycs it him, No, (ſaith he) 
you are miſtaken, I know your defire is thar 
you might hanc healch and recover, and this [ 
know wilt hurt you, thoughyou know irnor; 
This the Father did, and therefore he 
puts in that condirion : - So when: the Lord | 
ſaith, 1» wathing be carefwll, but iu alt things make | 
1aur requeſts knowne* Ifyou miſtake the m atrex | 
at aty time , and your prayer ſhall not beethe | 
dictate of the Spiri, (fo tharyee alway make 
requeſt according to: his will) but the dictate 
jof your owne hearts ;, & ſhall be CE | 
# 0 
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ED of your narurall Spirit, and not ofthe Lords 
Spirit: In this caſe there is no promiſe of being | 
heard, and yet the Lord makes his word good, | - 

| Bee innorhing carefull, butin all things make 

| your requeſt knowne, * ib 

* {| Secondly, a Father when hee faith to his 
| Child ;-I will deny you nothing, but you ſhall 
| haue part in atfthar I haue, 'yer the-Child may 
In curry Mine ſo; that the Father;vpon ſuch an 
| aceafion may deny him, and bee ready to ſay 

" {vntohim, well, if you had follow&d your 
booke , if: you-had not runne into ſuch difor- 
ders,-if you had not bin negligent to-doe what 

| Lgaue youin charge, I would haue done it: 
[athis caſe, the Father withholds the blefling 
that hee will beſtow vpon his Child , not be. 
cauſe hee is vawilling to beſtow ir, but be- 
cauſe he would thus nurture his Child, hee y- 
ſeth it-as a meanes to bring him to order: So 
the Lord faith to Moſes, Thar becauſe hee had 
ſpoken vnadviſedly , becauſe hee had not ho- 
noured him before the people, atthoſe waters, 
the, waters of ftrife,, Therefore the Lord tells 
him by the Prophet,he ſhould not goe into the 
ood land: And ſo ketells David, that becauſe | 
had ſinned againſt him, hee would nor giue | | 
him thelife ofthe Child: Sothe Lord faith to| | 
vs ſometimes; T will not graunc you this re- | 
| queſs for though 1 be willing to graunt it, yet 
this is one part of the diſcipline and nurture 
that I vie to my; Children, Thar ſuch a parti-| 
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I will not haue you aske it rudely,I will haue 
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cular requeſt , 1 will deny you for ſuch an of- 
fence; as worſhipping of Idolls &c.Beloved this is 
not a general denyall,&this is not for our diſad- 
vatage,burir isa helpe ro vs,it makes vs better, 
that lometime we ſhould be denyed; knowing 
hereby that it is denyed to vs for our finne,that 
we-may learne to come tothe Lord, and renew 
our repentance,and to take that away , that we 
may come to prevaile in our prayers with him, 

Thirdly, when a Father is willing tograunt 
it,yer he will thus ſay to his child, Though I be 
willing to doe what you aske at my hands, yet 


you aske itin a good manner, and a good fa. 
ſhion. (For when wee come to call vpon God, 
and come in an vnreverent manner, in ſuch a 
caſe the Lord heares not.) Or againe, hee will 


you muſt not aske inanegligent manner, as if 
you cared not whether you had it or no:So the 
Lord ſaith to vs; I will haue you to pray fer- 
vently , you ſhall aske it, as that which you 
prize. Againe he will ſay to his child, I am wil. 
ling to beſtow this vpon you, bur I do not giue 
you this mony: to ſpend it amiſle, to play it a- 
way, to ſp2ndit intrifles, and geugawes, that 
will doe you no good: So faith the Lord, Iam 
willing to giue you riches, butnot to beſtow 

on your luſts. Thus ſpeakes the father to his 
child,when hee comes to aske, hee tels him hee 


ſay to his child, I am ready to heare you, but | - 


muſt come in ſuch a manner as becomes a 


N child, 
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child, hee muſt ſpeake to him as to a Father, 
he muſt ſpeake with confidence to receiue it: 
Soalſothe Lord tels vs, wee muſt come infaith, 
Sothat (ina word ) this is to be remembred; 
Thatthough the Lord promiſe, that hee will 
giue whatſoever we aske,and bid vs,in nothing 


| be carcfull, but make our requeſts knowne, yet 


notwithſtanding this, he would haue vs to vn- 
derſtand that our requeſts be made in. fuch a 
manner as they ought to be. Againe, laſt of all, 
it may bethe Father is willing to dot, but hee 
makes alittle pauſe, he will not gine it preſent- 
ly,and ſuddenly to his child, though he pur- 
poſe ro beſtowat vpon him, that hee may come | 
by it with difficultie : So-the Lord vſerh to 
with-hold his bleſſings many times, that his 
child might be excrciſed in prayer, and ſecke 
him the more,and likewiſe that he might come 
the hardlier by the blefſtng, that ſo hee might 
kearne to prize it more ; orelſ{c he will be ready 
todo as young hcires:. As it is with ſome when 
they never know the getting of it,they ſpend it 
ealily;but he that hath known what it 1s,hetakes 
| more careto his eſtate,he looks more diligent. 
ly to it: ſoit would be with vs in any bleſſing, 
if we had it with ſuch facility.as we would, we 
would not make much-account of it, bur when 
it comes with ſome hardneſſe, with ſome dith- 
cultie, it reacheth vs to-ſet ahigher price on ir, 
and 1o it makes vs more thanketfull,itteacheth 
vs to giue more praiſe and glory tothe Lord. 


There 
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There are many that hg "#kneſle lo 
and haue obrained healt with Fiveh proper 
and muth contention , and therefore-they' 
learne to prize it more, then another that ob- 
tainesiteaſily. And thus itis in iden like caſe. 


— 


So when glpuheare this «. privilggggz:.tha 
it is no more,but,aske 4 rev and, beg, 
careful, but if evtry y wake- Jon requeſts 
knowne:yet(I fa ap hefacondiion muſt needes 


be inſerted, theſe are ſuch as mbtſt'be inclu- 
ded. Rur theſe conſidered, re 


this privitedge, rejoice, 
Lord haue the praiſe Dflecth 


Whatſoever we aske accor- Ei 
ding to his will, hee gh. 
ated Vs, 
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